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Leeligious Communsicationa. 


ON GOVERNING THE PASSIONS. 

THere iS among men an in- 
fallible thirst for greatness. 
They wishto immortalize their 
names by some mighty achieve- 
ments. Some would shine in 
the Senate, some at the bar, and 
others in the field of battle. To 
destroy cities, subjugate provin- 
ces, and spread devastation and 
death through whole empires 1s 
their highest ambition. But how 
prone are men to mistake the 
mark, not considering the true 
dignity of human nature, nor 
what renders men noble and wor- 
thy of esteem. Solomon (whose 
father had rendered himself fa- 
mous by warlike exploits) ob- 
serves, Prov. 16, 32. He, that 1s 
slow to anger, is better, than the 
mighty ; and he that ruleth his 
spirit, than he, thattaketh a city. 
That man, who, in the humble 
shade of life, can command and 
rule the littleempire of his own 
mind, procures laurels more 1l- 
lustrious and durable, than the 
ferocious champion, that slays 
his legions, or that taketh a city. 
To govern the passions, then, i3 
a subject of primary importance. 


I would endeavour, for a mo- 
ment, my friends, to lead you to 
this field of battle: Imean the 
strong hold within yourselves, 
where the combat is sharp. and 
the conquest glorious. Anger is 
doubtless given for useful purpo- 
ses: we are commanded to be 
angry, Eph. iv. 2, 6. Christ was 
angry, Mark iit. 5. Itis not supe 
posed that christians are to be in- 
sensible of injuries; that they are 
stoics, and do not know. and feel 
insults ; that they are to be in- 
different to right and wrong 
treatment. _ The wise man 
speakes of the utility of anger, 
Prov. xxv. 23; The north wind 
driveth away rain: so doth an 
angry countenance a backbiting 
tongue. Tofind out unlawful 
pasion we observe the follow. 
ing things. 

It 1s wrong and. unwarantable, 
when it 1s. indulged, without ia 
cause. . Perhapes. resentment is 
oftener excited without’ any just 
foundation, than when. there is 
ground for it. Men are, often, 
angry for reproof.. Herod was 
angry with John for his .benevo- 
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On Governing 


was the compassion of Jesus 
made the occasion of hatred and 
displeasure! We shotld ask 
ourselves the question which God 
put to Jonah when in a fit of pe- 
tnience, Dost thou well to be an- 
gry? lest like him we violate 
every dictate’ of reason and com- 
mon sense, being angry without 
acause. Anger may be denom- 
inated criminal, when itis exci- 
ted toa considerable degree, by 
very small provocation. We 
read of those Who make a man 
an offender for a word, Is. 28, 2. 
It is often the case that men vent 
their rage on every trifling occa- 
sion, thafa candid and wise man 
would let pass unnoticed. Pas- 
sidn if Bilawful and unprofitable, 
when it becOmes Outrapious and 
destroys our reason. It is said of 
the Jews, that it was ‘for endy, 
they delivéred Christ to be cruci- 
fied. "Théy were perfectly blind 
‘to every dictaté of reason. Tre 
ery Was, ‘crucify him! crucify 
dim! Away with him ftom the 
earth!) whilethe voice of reason 
lwas drowned amidst the noise of 
passion and distraction. When 
treason désefts the helm, we are 
fat Oncé cast into the utmost ‘con- 
‘fasion, and ‘ate wrecked to pieces 
in the tumultuous storm. When 
the passions 6f the mind render 
us implacable, we cannot exer- 
‘cise a forgiving spirit towards 
others, évéen When they five us 
gospel satisfaction- Anger 1s 
said’ to rei in the bosom of a fool, 
Ecetb. vii'9. “A thing is said to 
be if the bom, when it is much 
Joved, ‘chetished and delighted 
ta, ‘Deuti xxii. 6, 28,56: John 
I. 18: °Ruth‘iv. 16. “ Fools ‘de- 
‘light Manger. It resieth. It is 
in its proper place ; it never de- 
(patts from him, is ever at hand, 
ready to enrage and enflame him. 
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A wise man u‘eth anger as phys- 
ic, in its proper time ; but a fool 
useth it as his constant diet. It 
is bound up in the heart of a fool, 
and asit were sewed and sealed 
upinit. Itis an inmate in a 
fool: it is but as a passenger 
through the heart of a wise man, 
it doth not lodge in it all night, 
Eph. iv. 26.”* The good man 
looks and longs for an opportu- 
hity wholly to suppress his anger, 
and will be ready on the least in- 
timation of repentance to forgive 
his enemy, and be at peace with 
him. Unlawful anger aims at 
the ruin and destruction of the 
object, towards which it is exér- 
cised, and then it becomes mal- 
ice ; holy resentment seeks the 
happiness of the offender, so far 
as it can consist with the general 
good, 

The propriety and importance 
of regulating and governing our 
passion will appear, if we consid- 
er, 

1. That it is hurtful and 
prejudicial to health. ‘* The pas- 
sions,” says Dr. Buchan, ‘“ have 
great influence both in the cause 
and cure of diseases. Anger ruf- 
fles the mind, distorts the coun- 
tenance, hutrieson the circula- 
tion of the blood, and disorders 
the whole vital and animal func- 
tions. It often causes fevers, and 
other acute diseases, and some 
times even sudden death. This 
passion is peculiarly hurtful to 
the delicate, and those of weak 
nerves. 1 have known such per- 
sons, frequently, lose their lives 
by a violent fit of anger, and 
would advise them to guard a- 
gainst the excess of this passion 
with the utmost care.’ 

2. Giving way to unreasona- 
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1814. On Governing 
ble and excessive passion is often 
attended with great waste of 
property. By it people are fre- 
quently induced to engage in 
vexatious lawsuits. Perhap3 
more than half of such expence 
originates in foolish, hasty anger. 
The caution of our blessed Lord 
is worthy of our attention Math. 
v. 40 

4. Itis a sin that is frequently 
attended with profane language. 
Angry persons often rail against 
their neizhbors, blaspheme the 
name of God, and use many idle 
words, for which they must give 
an account, at the day of judg- 
ment. 

5. Lying is frequently anoth- 
er companion of anger. We 
have no command of our 
tongues, We often say things 
to, and of others, which are not 
true, things that we do not be- 
lieve ourselves, and that we would 
not gay in our cool and deliberate 
moments. We giyeforththreats, 
that we never put into execution, 
and lay ourselves under a heed- 
less and wicked curse, like those, 
who had sworn, that they would 
not eat nor drink until they had 
killed Paul. 

6. Unruly passion makes us 
like the devil, Rev. xii. 12; 
Math. viti.23. He has been 
mad ever since he was turned out 
of heayen, and this has been the 
cause of all the mischief he ever 
committed. Never has he had 
the proper command of his tem- 
per, for a single moment.— 
Doubtiess *tis much so with the 
damned in hell, they are all ina 
rage, gnash their teeth, and are 
full of madness. 

7. It causes great division 
among neighbors. It isa perti- 
nent remark of the wisest of mea, 
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that an angry man stirreth. up 
strife, Prov. xxix. 22. Petty 
quarrels among neighbors, con- 
tentions in societies, and national 
fightings have their origin in pet- 
ulence and anger. | | 

8. Wrath and anger un&t men 
for the service of God, when they 
are not properly regulated. Is 
a man prepared, in or afier a fit 
of rage or passion, to go into his 
closet? ‘lo exhort his children, 
or perform family duties? Is he 
fitto go tothe table of the Lord? 
In such a state of mind men have 
no desire for such things. Calvin 
says, “It unfits for Gods ‘Sere 
vice.”” 

9. It often ends in murder. 
Gen. iv. §, 8, And Cain was ve- 
ry wroth, and his countenance 
fell,—And it came to pass, when 
they were in the field, that Cain 
rose up against Abel, his brother, 
and slewhim, It is said of Paul, 
that when he persecuted the 
Saints he was mad. Can we sup- 
pose, that any man can _perpe- 
trate such horrid deeds withous 
anger and malice in their hearts ? 
Angry passions are the fruitful 
source of murder, and it isseldom 
committed without it. Indeed 
all unlawful anger is denomina- 
ted murder by him, who weighs 
the actions of men, Math. i. 22. 

There are remedies of a sove- 
reign nature, which may be pre- 
posed as antidotes against this fa- 
tal disorder. The writer would 
humbly and earnestly call the at- 
tention of the candid reader to a 
subject of great utility, which 
may have a favorable influence 
on our deportment in life and on 
our felicity through the ceaseless 
ages of our future existence. The 
benign effects of governing our 
tempers are pos confined to our: 
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selves, Those around us will feel 
their exhilerating beams, and be 
taught to suppress and shun the 
malignant contagion. 

As we are too apt to be an- 
gry without a cause, it becomes 
us to deliberate, and consider, 
whether there is just occasion for 
resentment, how much and what 
kindis necessary, and of what 
use it canbe. It issaid of Julius 
Ceasar, that when he was provo.- 

ed to anger,he would never 

make any reply, until héhad re- 
peated the Koman Alphabet.— 
“Let nothing,” says one, ‘ be 
done too suddenly.” ‘A steady 
person used often to stop another 
inconsiderately hasty by saying, 
Pray stopa little, and we shall 
have done the sooner.”? | When- 
ever we speak it should be the re- 
sult of reason ; not of passion.— 
We should think how unfit we 
are to revenge, when intoxicated 
with rage We are then dis- 
qualified to discipline our horse, 
ox, orevendog. A man ina 
fit of anger takes to himself the 
prerogative of accuser, judge, and 
executioner, and we may look 
‘out for shocking work, A hea. 
then said, when displeased, “tt 
would beat thee, but Iam angry.” 
We ought to suppress every mo- 
tion, or degree of unlawful an- 
ger ; to watch the first motions 
of it “The more men indulge 
unruly passions,the more difh- 
cult it istoovercomethem. An- 
ger, like the sin of drunkenness, 
the more it is practised, the more 
easily it encroaches. The gov- 
ernment of men’s tempers, I be- 
lieve, makes a greater difference, 
than any thing in their natural 
constitutions. It might be of pe- 
culiar use to us to consider, that 
while we are angry and rail at 





others, we really injure ourselves 
more than them: so that the ob- 
ject aimed at is lost. When we 
hear such men speak against oth- 
ers, we pay but little attention to 
their language. We consider it 
the effectof passion and rage, 
and we can determine nothing 
unfavorable of others by the 
observations made against them 
under such circumstances. ‘The 
most we can say is, the railer is a 
very passionate man, and acts out 
of character. ‘A man_ hurts 
himself,” says Epictetus ‘ by in- 
juring me: and what! shall I 
hurt myself by injuring him 2? 
Toforgive is the way prescribed 
in the gospel to overcome, Rom. 
xii. 20, 21. To govern our 
passions evinces a more noble 
spirit than they manifest who 
takeacity. How much its a 
meek and quiet spirit recommen- 
ded,in the word of God. Itis 
esteemed of great price, i. Pet. 
iii. 4. ‘ In benefits,” says Sen- 
eca “it is a disgrace to be out- 
done, i in injuries, to get the bet- 
ter.” 

There was one, who did Sir 
Matthew Hale a great injury, 
who came to him afterward for 
advice but he would recieve noth- 
ing forcompensation. Mr. Bur- 
ket observes, in his Journal, that 
some persons would never have 
hada particular interest in his 
prayers, were it not for the inju- 
ries, they had done him. Mr. 
Lawrence once going with some 
of his sons, by the house of a 
gentleman, who had injured him, 
gave a charge to them, that they 
should never injure that man, or 
think amiss of him, for any thing 
that he had done to them; but 
whenever they went by his house, 
should lift up their hearts in pray; 
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er to God for him and his fami- 
ly. A gentleman once went to 
7 Earldly Wilmot, late lord 

Chief Justice of the courtof Eng- 
land, under the impression of 
wrath and indignation ata real 
injury he had received from a per- 
son high in the political world, 
and which he was meditating how 
toresentin the most effectual 
manner. After relating the par- 
ticulars, he asked Sir Earldly, 
ifhe did not think it would be 
manly to resent it? °* Yes,’? 
said he, “* ic will be manly to re- 
sent it; but it willbe Godhke to 
forgive it.” The gentleman de- 
clared, that this had such an in- 
stantaneous effect upon him, that 
hecame away quitea different 
man, and of quite a different tem- 
per from that, in which he went. 
See Buck’s works. 

It would contribute much to 
the governing of our tempers, 
should we view the providence, 
or hand of God in all that befalls 

like David, when Shimei 
cursed him ; the Lord said he 
hath bidden him. * Angry per- 
sons, often feel angry, when their 
worldly business goes contrary to 
them,at their beasts, at their 
utensils, or instruments for their 
use. ‘They then, in a direct man. 
ner, vent their rage and spitea- 
gainst Heaven. In this case, I 
believe, God is the object of our 
wrath and malice; See Math. v. 
34, 35, 36. 

When in a fit of passion, we 
are seeking revenge, it would 
tend to cool and meliorate our 
tempers, should we reflect on the 
patience and forbearance of God 
towards us; and consider that 
ponent ten thousand provocations, 

he bears with us, and his arm 
doth not take hold on vengeance. 
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Let us each ask the serious ques- 
tion, What would become of me, 
should the Almighty treat me, 
as I am disposed to do others? 
We should be much in prayer to 
God, that we may be kept in the 
hour of temptation, and from the 
sin, that most easily besets us; 


and be very watchful, considering. 


that vengeance belongeth unto 
God, who will certatnly do right. 
A reflection on the concuct of 
the Sayieur of the world, who 
was calm and patient under the 
receipt of injuries, who being revi- 
led reviled not again, would have 
a happy tendency to curb the fe. 
rocity of the human mind. 
Avoiding bad company will 
have ahappy influence. Anver 
is a3 contagicus asthe plague. 
The propriety of that divine in. 
junction, Prov. xxii. 24, 25 is 
taught, us by experience; Make 
no friendship with an angry 
man; and with a furious man 
thou shalt not go; Lest thou 
learn his ways, and get a snare to 
thy soul. ‘I'here are mento be 
found, in almost every society, 
who are sauntering about from 
place to place, who haunt public 
houses, whose chief business is to 
be tale-bearers, who stir up strife 
and division insuliing almost eve- 
ry one they meet. These pests 
of society and dregs of human 
naiure we ought to avoid and 
shun, as we would bears, lions, ty- 
gers, or incarnate devils, The 
invenius Mr. Buck observes, that 
the late Mr. Clask, of Frome was 
a man of peace. He was, one 
day, asked by a friend, How he 
kept himself from being involved 
in quarrels? He answered “ By 
letting the angry man, always, 
have the quarrel to himself.’”’—~ 
The saying had influence on the 
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town: For when a quarrel be- 
gan, they have said, ‘* Come, let 
us remember old Mr. Clark, and 
leave the man to quarrel by him- 
self.” 

Would men keep their tempers 
in subjection, they should strict- 
ly attend to the rules of temper- 
ance. Anger is often the effect 
of drunkenness; therefore the 
wise king of Israel observes, 
Prov. xx- 1, Wine isa mocker, 
strong drink is raging. 

After all, nothing but love to 
God and our neighbour will se- 
cure us against this great evil.— 
Christianity teaches us to be meek, 
gentle, peaceable, and will ap- 
pear in a greater or less degree, 
wherever it takes possession of 
the sou!, In this the great au- 
thor of our religion distinguished 
himself from those, whose instruc- 
tions were not the result of divine 
revelation. ‘Their schemes of 
theology were favorable to re- 
venge, anger and retaliation. 

Should the preceding remarks 
excite some abler pen to give the 
subject a more thorough investi- 
gation, through the medium of 
the Adviser, the writer would 
view himself amply compensated, 

. 
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Messrs. Ep:rors, 

The writer under the signature of A. 
2.in the Adviser for January last, 
page 13, xppears to misapprehend 
znd misrepresent the doctrine, 

which he opposes. Of this vou 

briefly take notice ina note. But, 
it appears to me, that whena piece 
is published, which gives a wrong 
view of an important sentiment and 
unhappily tends to confirm the er- 
roneous in their prejudices against 
it, something more ouglit to be said 
to elucidate the truth. With this 
view, I send you the following re- 
maks, to which if you think prop- 
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er, you will pleasesto give a place 
inyour useful publication, I re. 
gret, that unavoidable circumstan.- 
ces have prevented my making thie 
communication at an earl er day. 
Yours with much respect, 
PHILANDER. 


Remarks on the Communication of A, 
Z. respecting the Question, Dees true 
submission imply a willingness te be 
damned 2 : 


In order to know how any ques. 
tion ought to be answered, it is 
wmecessary to understand it. Be. 
fore a correct answer can be giv. 
en to the question under consid. 
eration, it must be ascertained, 
what is implied in being willing 
to be damned. Does it imply 
an unwillingness to be saved, if this 
should be the will of God? So 
A. Z. seems to think. He says 
‘** IT cannot see, why true rubmis- 
sion does not as much require us 
to be willing to be saved as to be 
damned.” 
gested evidently is, that no one 
can be willing to be damned, who 
is not unwilling to be saved, even 
if it should be the wi!l of God to 
save him. ‘That we do not inis. 
take his meaning, is evident from 
what he says in another place: 
“Nor is my difficulty removed 
by the supposition, that we sub- 
mit, only on condition, that it may 
be God’s will, which is to us un- 
known : for, since it is unknown, 
we do not submit to damnation, 
but to Goa’s will, ungaoeun to us 3 
yet this will may be our salvation; 
if so, we are not resigned, by be- 
ing willing to be damned.” If 
there be any pertinency in-this, 
it must be, because a willingness 
to be damned implies submission 
to damnation itself, and an un- 
willingness to be saved. But 
where did A. Z. get this notion 


The idea here sug- 
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of being willing to be damned ? 
Certainly, not from Dr. Hopkins, 
nor from any other Hopkinsian 
writer. Again; 

Does a willingness to be dam- 
ned, imply a choice of damnation, 
in itself considere}; or a prefer- 
ence of damnation to salvation? 
This A. Z. seems to suppose. He 
says, ** Had it been stated, that 
we are required to submit to God 
unconditionally &c.—I should 
have been eatisfied. But, when 
the condition is supposed (1. e. be- 
ing damned) an insuperable diffi- 
culty arises in my mind.” Here 
he suggests, that, to be willing to 
be damned, one must be us willing 
to submit to God, unless He will 
damn him; but, why so, unless 
he chooses damnation, for what 
itis in itself in preference to sal- 
vation? He alsosays. that the 
christian ‘might be willing to 
suffer that part of damnation 
which consists in pain,’ even as 
the sinner might ‘be willing to 
bear that part of damnation, 
which consists in sin.” The sin- 
ner chooses sin, for what it is in it- 
self; and doesthe christian, then, 
choote pain, for what it is in it- 
self? We must be 20, if the cases 
are parallel, as A. Z. seems to 
fuppose. But who ever believed 
or taught, that a willingness to be 
damned implies choosing or prefer- 
ing, either pain or sin, on its own 
account? Not one. 

If, then, a willingness to be 
damned does not imply an aver. 
sion to salvation, nor a choice of 
damnation, in themselves consider- 
€d, what does itimply? Ans. It 
implies a preference of the Di- 
vine Glory and the greatest good 
of the created system, to one’s 
private, personal happiness. 
Damnation is that curse threat- 


ened in the Divine Law, which 
is endless misery. To be willi 

to be damned, is to be willing to 
endure the penalty of the Law, 
or the just punishment of sin; zof 
because this appears desirable in 
itself, but because it appears desi- 
rable all things considered, if the 
Glory of God and the general 
good require it. He, whois wil- 
ling to be damned, dreads dam. 
nation, and earnestly prays for 
salvation; but, in his prayer, he 
sincerely adopts the words of 
Christ, “ Not my will, but thine be 
done.” ‘That such a willingness 
to be damned implied in true 
submission, A. Z. admits, if his 
words have any meaning. He 
says, ‘Had it been stated, that 
we are required to submit to 
God unconditionally, leaving 
ourselves entirely at His disposal, 
and consenting that He should 
act, respecting our salvation, ac- 
cording to the dictates of bis ado- 
rable sovereignty, I should have 
been satisfied.” The important 
idea is, that we must yield to 
God’s will, let it be what it may. 
Now itis certain, that in the first 
act of submission, we do not 
know, whether he has determin. 
ed to save orto damr us.” To 
these expressions, in their obvious 
and proper meaning, it is believ- 
ed, no solid obiection can be 
made. 

A. Z. says, that “ damnation 
comprises two things; pain and 
sin.” How does that appear? 
Does the Divine Law threaten 
sin as the punishment of trans- 
gression? If so, sin and its pun- 
ishment are one and the same 
thing; for “sin is the transgres. 
sion of the law.’”? Doubtless, con. 
tinue: A -Z. these (pain and sin) 
are inseparably connected,” Bur, 
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how does this appear? The Lord 
Jesus Christ énew no sin; and yet, 
he endured extreme pain. And 
why might not God, if he saw fit, 
make a sinner perfect/y holy ; and 
then punish him with endless pain, 
for his past sins? If A. Z. can- 
not ‘consider this to be possible in 
the nature of things,’’ perhaps oth- 
ers may. 

But, here it will, probably, be 
asked, is it not the purpose and 
pleasure of God, that those, who 
will be punished hereafter, shall 
continue to sinforever? Doubt- 
less it is. It will be asked again, 
does not, then, a willingness, in 
any one to be damned, imply a 
willingness to be made a sinner 
forever? Doubtless it does.— 
‘This says A. Z. is the greatest 
of my difficulties.” And it must 
remain, with him, an inseparable 
difficulty, until he learns, or con- 
sents to make “a suitable distinc- 
tion” between choosing a thing, as 
desirable in itself, and consenting 
to the existence of a thing, as desi- 
rable on the whole. Without 
this distinction, it is impossible to 
reconcile the existence of sin, €i. 
ther in ourselves or others, in 
time past or time to come, with 
the holiness of God. For tosay 
the least, God suffers sin, whiie 
he has power to prevent it. 

But, why it should be “a sin- 
ful exercise,” in a man, any more 


The wraih of God abides on sinners. 
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than in God, to be willing that 
sin, hateful and hated in itself, 
should exist, in the man himself 
or others, when the Divine glory 
and the general good require it, 
is dificult to see. It is difficult 
to see, why it should be a sinful 
exercise to submit to the will of 
God, as to the existence of future 
sins, apy more, than to acquiesce 
in his will, asto the existence of 
past sins. While the humble, sub- 
missive christian hates sin more 
than misery and loves his neigh- 
bour as himself; it is difficult to 
see, why it should not appear as 
dreadful to him, that another man 
should be a sinner forever, as that 
he himself should be a sinner for. 
ever. If it be right for a chris- 
tian to desire life, though he 
knows he shall sin; more or less, 
as long ashe lives; why may not 
a christian be willing to be a ves- 
sel of wrath, if it were God’s will, 
though he knows, if he be cast off, 
he shall sin, 2s long as he exists? 
[t is believed, that to be willing, 
if it were God’s will, to be a ves- 
sel of wrath, awful as that is, in 
itself, is so far from being a sin- 
ful exercise, that it is a holy exer- 
cise, an exercise of true se!f.deni- 
al, or disinterested love, and that 
it is necessarily involved in that 
holiness, ** without waich no man 
shall see the Lord.” 
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Ancer and wrath are words 


scribe God’s fixed opposition to 


used in the divine oracles to de- sin, because no other can be found 
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in the language of a sinful world 
to apply to the subject. Words 
were made and a meaning given 
them, to describe man’s wicked 
character, and they are much 
more naturally applied in the de- 
scription of hell than of heaven ; 
because man’s natural temper is 
much more like the former, than 
the latter; still there is something 
in the adorable Godhead which 
is called his wrath against sin [t 
is said to be perpetual, the same 
dt all times and forever, and that 
it abides on every one of our wick- 
ed race, who is not reconciled to 
him through Jesus Christ. 

It is worthy of inquiry, what 
the wrath of God is, and the evi- 
dence that it does abide on every 
one who doth not believe. When 
we have seen what is to be under- 
stood by his wrath, it will clearly 
appear that it is one of the high- 
est glories of his nature,and ought 
to be feared by sinnérs, much 
more than if it resembled the 
wrath and the vengeance of sinful 
creatures. If we have correct 
ideas, we shall see that the wrath 
of God abiding on ‘sinners isa 
part of his unchanging moral pu- 
rity, infinite, in constant exercise, 
and that from the beginning there 
hath been uninterrupted evidence 
of its reality. 

The wrath of God is his fixed 
displeasure with sin, as a thing 
that is contrary to his own nature. 
His nature is holy, true, just, and 
good. He is wholly opposed to 
all ungodliness—Sin consists m 


falsehood, injustice, pride, selfish- 


ness, and enmity. These disposi- 
tions constitute the depravity of 
men’s hearts, and are in direct op- 
position to the moral perfections 
of the adorable Godhead. The 
Lord’s finite delight in truth, 
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must make him in the same de. 
gree opposed to falsehood. His 
perfect delight in justice, must 
render him equally averse to in- 
justice. [fhe is infinitely right. 
eou:, he will maintain his own, 
and the moral rights of all the 
creatures in his family, It is cone 
trary tothe divine nature and 
glory, to give any approbation to 
sin, in any of the forms that it ig. 
exercised, either against himself 
or any one of all his creatures,— 
The first thing we should endeav- 
or distinctly to conceive, in the 
wtath of God that abides on sin- 
ners, is the fixed opposition of his 
holy and unchangeable nature, to 
the principles of their hearts.— 
Either his nature, or theirs must 
be changed, orthere will be an 
eternal opposition between them ; 
and he is the unchangeable God. 
When God threatens sinners with 
his wrath, he means, that he is 
wholly opposed to their principles 
perfectly averse to their practice, 
and will forever continue to mane 
ifest his own unlikeness to them, 
and his displeasure with their 
governing principles. He does 
not mean, that he will display his 
aversion to them, in the tumultu- 
ous, passionate, vindictive way, 
that guilty sinners oppose each 
other ; but he will do it in a way 
more’ dreadful to those who fall 
under his wrath. He wifi do it 
by a progressive, irresistible dis- 
play of his own dislike ;. by ail 
the means that nature admits, 
and the steady operations of Al. 
mighty power, through the whole 
universe. This will not be from 
a principle of delight in the mise- 
ry of sinners ;_ but to shew their 
vileness, his‘own infinite moral 
purity, and his aversion to such 
principles as reign in their hearts, 
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God cannot act in any thing he 
ever will do, without manifesting 
his wrath that abideson einners 
and their principles. 

All his works are holy, just 
and good; his purposes are aes 
nature acted out to cur view, and 
he cannot do any thing that is 
contrary to himeelf. It is far 
above our power to comprehend 
all the works of Ged, their ten- 
cency, design, and the influence 
they have on the present and fu- 
ture condition of creatures. In 
every instance, both in nature and 
providence, so far as we can un- 
derstand the design of God’s 
works. they are to display the na- 
ture of holiness and sin; his love 
of one, and his aversion to the 
other ; together with the natural 
tendency of oneto produce hap- 
piness, and of the other to make 
the sinner miserable. The sinful 
imaginations of men are very ac- 
tive, both to find pleas of self- 
jurtification and to persuade them- 
selves there is some safety in: sin- 
ning. Still, on a thorough .ex- 
amination, it will be found, there 
isnot anexcuse designed for ei- 
ther of there purposes, but makes 
it more brightly evident, that it 
is an awful thing to bea sinner, 
and that every one remaining 
such will be miserable. 

Let us attend to some eviden- 
ces of the wrath of God, abiding 
onevery sinner; . and that the 
whole nature of the Godhead is 
perfectly opposed to him. 

Lock first to the construction 
of nature. All nature, both in 
bodies and minds, is eo construct- 
ed as to pour cut the fury of God 
upon the wicked. Men’s bodies 
are punished for sin. The in- 
temprrate are a monpment of his 
wrath. The unjust are hated in 
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society. The wicked, of every 
description, have the scourge of 
censcience in their own breaste, 
Every sinner is afraid of God, his 
law, andhis government. All 
who do not believe in Christ, are 
afraid of death, and their impen- 
itence punishes them with awful 
apprehensions. ‘The nature of 
things being so appointed, proves 
that the Creator’s wrath abides 
on sinners ; and by their present 
pains he manifests his intentions 
to execute a judgment of intol- 
erable misery, when all natural 
causes, tending tothe same end, 
shall act jointly and without in- 
tarmission on the soul given up 
to perpetual sin. 

The providence of Godis 2 
shiaing light on this subject.— 
The general evidence of provi- 
dence shews that he is aagry with 
the wicked, and means to pursue 
them to destruction. 'To answer 
the purposes of divine grace, we 
receive a thousand blessings ;— 
still viewing the providence of 
God collectively in all its works, 
there is a plain witness that his 
wrath abides on our sinful world 
—on wicked individuals—wicked 
families, and wicked nations; and 
that their own wickedness is the 
means for punishing them. 

Men, in the first instance, will 
always view great worldly prop- 
erty aS an instance of favors in 
civine providence; but let them 


look alittle further, and they may 


see anew mark of God’s moral 
character and intentions. He, 
probably, may design this very 
prosperity to be the means of pre- 
paring and executing: his wrath 
on the ungodly who do not love 
him. As he often appoints ad- 
versity in covenant faithiulness to 
his children, to preparg them for 
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heaven: so he often appoints 
prosperity in his anger, to pre- 
pare the wicked for their portion 
of darkness.—Viewing the deal- 
ings of providence on these prin- 
ciples, we may see in them evi- 
dence that the wrath of God 
abides en those whe do net love 
him. 

The full and complete evidence 
that the wrath of God abides on 
the sinful isin his word. If we 
look to the law, the heaviest and 
eternal penalties are threatened. 
If we look to the gospel, before 
its salvation could be offered, the 
Son of God must die, to manifest 
his fixed opposition to sin; and 
there are the most express decla- 
rations that his wrath abides upon 
ali those who do not believe and 
repent. Some of the most point- 
ed descriptions of extreme sin and 
misery arein the case of those 
who do not repent and believe, 
when salvation is offered them 
through the blood of Christ.— 
This neglect of grace, and pref- 
erence of sinful pleasures to the 
obedience of the gospel, ts a clear 
proof of the evil nature of sin, 
and how unlike the transgressor, 
isto the holiness of God.—The 
sum of the information we have 
in the oracles of God shows us his 
aversion tosin, that his wrath 
abides upon it, that he will al- 
ways govern So as to bring it to 
ruin, and thata sinner can have 
nothing but awful prospects be- 
fore him. 

Let us consider again. ~The 
feelings that an unbelieving sin- 
ner has within himself, on seeing 
God’s character, clearly prove 
the truth of these observations. — 
His knowledge of infinite purity 
is painful, and all the happiness 
he now finds, in a secure and un- 


believing life, is interrupted by 
seeing God. If the very sight of 
God is painful tohim;_ if his 
peace wholly depends on having 
the Lord hidden ;_ if the sight of 
his greatness and glory is a pun- 
ishment; how certain it is he 
will be punished, and in an ex- 
treme degree ; as it will be the 
work of God through eternity, 
to bring himself into the clearest 
and most certain knowledge of 
his creatures. Let us now col- 
lect these ideas and bring them 
into one point of view, and it will 
appear beyond controversy, that 
the wrath of God abideth on ev- 
ery one whe doth not believe in 
Christ, and that it will produce 
an extreme misery. 

The whole moral nature of the 
Godkead is opposed to such sin- 
ful principles as are natural to the 
human heart. It ts his essential 
glory to be of this eharacter, and 
his declarative glory to manifest 
it. He cannot act in consistency 
with himself, and his own most 
koly nature, without shewing thia 
displeasure. He manifested it 
in the beginning by giving such 
a constitution to all natural things, 
as will plunge the sinner into ruin. 
He hath given constant evidence 
of this in his providence, in his law 
in the gospel, and his whole word. 
He assures us of his eternal pur. 
pose to do the same ; that he cre- 
ated and will govern his universe 
to make holy minds blessed, and 
sinful minds miserable.—‘Vhat 
although he does not manifest thie 
wrath in the same manner that 
passionate, revengeful creatures 
do ? Heis doing it ina way much 
more awful to consider, and 
more certain to continue ; by the 
steady operation of almighty pow- 
er shewing his own opposizion to 
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the principles of sin. He hath 
the universe in his hand as means 
of showing this displeasure, and 
awhole eternity asa season for 
doing it. Were this subject seen 
as it really is, there would not be 
@ secure sinner in the world—all 
would join in a common inquiry, 
«* What shall I do to be saved ?” 
All would exclaim, away ye 
tempting amusements and vani- 
ties, ye treacherous worldly inter- 
ests, which have defrauded me of 
the best portion of my life! Away 
every beguiling object and ex- 
cuse, if peradventure, there is 
yet a possibility I may escape from 
the deplorable state to which the 
whole Godhead is opposed, and 
obtain forgiveness by repentance 
end faith in Jesus Christ. 


Con. Mag. 


== 
DIVINITY OF CHRIST-~ 


The first set of heretics of this 
eentury, [the second} were those 
who opposed or corrupted the 
doctrines of the person of Christ. 
A single quotation from Euse- 
bius may be sufficient as a speci- 
men, 

Speaking of the books which 
were published in these times, 
he observes, “among them 
there is found a volume written 
against the heresy of Artemon, 
which Paulus of Samosata in our 
daysendeavoured to revive.”— 
When this book had confuted 
the said presumptuous heresy, 
which affirmed Christ to be a 
mere man, and that this was an 
ancient opinion, after many 
leaves tending to the confutation 
of this blasphemous falsehood, he 
writes thus: “ They affirm that 
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all our ancestors, even the apos- 
tles themselves, were of that opin- 
ion, and taught the same with 
them, and that this their crue doc- 
trine was preached and embraced 
to the time of Victor, the 13th 
bishop of Rome after Peter, and 
was corrupted by his successor 
Zephyrinus. This might carry 
a plausible appearance of truth, 
were it not first contradicted by 
the Holy Scriptures, next by the 
books of several persons long be- 
fore the time of Victor, which 
they published against the Gen- 
tiles in the defence of the truth, 
and in confutation of the here- 
sies of theirtime. I mean Justin, 
Miltiades, ‘Tatian, and Clement, 
with many others, in all which 
works Christ is preached and 
published to be God. Who 
knoweth not that the works of 
Ireneus, Melito, and all other 
christians do confess Christ to be 
both God and Man? In fine, 
how many psalms, and hymns, 
and canticles were written from 
the beginning by faithful chris- 
tians, which celebrate Christ, the 
Word ef God, as no other than 
God indeed? How then is it 
possible, @ecording to their re- 
port, that our ancestors, to the 
time of Victor, should have 
preached so, when the creed of 
the church for so many years is 
pronounced as certain,and known 
to all the world? And ought 
they not to be ashamed to report 
such falsehoods of Victor, when 
they know it to be a fact, that 
this very Victcr excommunica- 
ted Theodotus, a tanner, the fa- 
ther of this apostacy, who deni- 
ed the Divinity of Christ, because 
he first affirmed Christ to be 
only man. If Victor, as they re- 


port, had been of their blasphe- 
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mous sentimets, how could lhe 

have excommunicated Theodotus 

the author of the heresy ?” 
Milner. 


DIFFERENCE BETWEEN MERE 
KNOWLEDGE AND FRACTICE 
IN RELIGION, 


Tuar there isa great differ- 
ence between the knowledge of 
the iruth, and an habitual love 
and practice of what is good, is 
a position which few will contro- 
vert. Itdeserves, however, an 
attentive consideration. I be- 
lieve it is common for young 
persons of lively imaginations, 
upon their becoming religious, 
to be anxious to acquire a knowl- 
edge of Divinetruths. ‘The na- 
ture of the doctrines of the Gos. 
pel, and their mutual harmony 
and dependence, open an exten- 
sive Held of speculation to their 
view, They readthe Bible and 
religious books with eager curios- 
ity ; and the sermons which they 
hear are readily impressed on the 
memory. Afier some time, the 
sublime truths begin to laose their 
novelty; the field is surveyed, 
and the same objects generally 
present themselves to the obser- 
vation. An accurate knowledge 
of the great doctrines of the Gos- 
pel is now acquired; and here 
the danger begins which the wri- 
ter wishes to investigate. Per- 
sons of a warm fancy are likely 
to be carried into the depths of 
$peculative divinity, or into the 
heights of mystical extravagance. 
Plain truths are no longer relish- 
ed ; and something must be found 
to gratify an insatiable curiosity, 
or the most enlightened preacher 
will be thought superficial, and 
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the Bible itself perhaps will be. 
considered almost as a dead let- 
ter. The writer has witnessed 
tome of these excesses and dan- 
gerous errors in certain divisions 
of Christians; and a misconcep- 
tion of the nature and importance 
of religious principles as the ulti- 
mate end of religious knowledge, 
has probably been a frequent 
source of sects and heresies. 

In order, therefore, to avoid 
these evils, we must consider the 
acquisition of virtuous and reli- 
gious habits as of far greater im- 
portance than the richest siores of 
knowledge. ‘ Knowledge puf- 
feth up, charity edifieth.”— 
A mere knowledge of the 
truth will lead to vain jang- 
ling, conceit and _— spiritual 
pride. If, then, we are eeeking 
sound knowledge and informa- 
tion on religious points, let it be 
our princip2i aim to become wise 
unto salvation through faith in 
Christ Jesu-. If we wish to know 
the truth, let it be with this view, 
that the truth may make us free 
from all errors in judgment, and 
all evils in practice; that we 
may not only know, but practice 
what is holy, and just, and good ; 
and may follow what-vever 
things are pure, and lovely, and 
of good repurt. We shai find, 
that we may frequently review 
the same truths, and frequently 
hear them explained and enfor- 
ced, without weariness or Satiety, 
if we are only desirous of redu- 
cing them to practice. 

For instance, the doctrine of 
man’s fall and consequent de- 
pravity should teach us the im- 

ortant lesson of humility and 
self-distrust, The doctrine of 
Divine grace and favor, through 
a glorious Mediator, should fill 
us with humble hepe, with sied- 
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fast faith, and with lively grati- 
tude. God’s gracious care over 
his people, and his readiness to 
communicate the graces of his 
Holy Spirit, to renew, sanctify, 
and comfort them, are calculated 
to inspire in them a patient sub- 
mission to his sovereign will, and 
a constant reliance on his all-pow- 
erful support. The attentive 
reader of the Bible, or hearer of 
sermons, may easily draw similar 
practical lessons from other reli- 
gious doctrines. And if he is 
properly acquainted with the 
weakness of his nature, and the 
depravity of his heart, he will 
find it necessary to have a fre- 
quent recurrence to the same gen- 
eral principles. He will seek to 
be grounded and settled in the 
truth. 

The writer by no means wish- 
es to disparage religious knowl- 
edge; his only aim is to point 
out the danger and disadvantage 
of resting satisfied with mere 
knowledge. He would have 
men not only to grow wiser but 
better, by every opportunity 
which they enjoy of attending on 
divine things. Now all the 
means of grace, though they may 
not increase our knowledge, have 
certainly a tendency to nourish 
us in all goodne:s. The regular 
performance of the duties of pray- 
er and praise, whether public or 
private, has a tendency to increase 
in us true religion, to strengthen 
our piety, and to enlarge our de. 
sires after divine things. If we 
con:cientiously and diligently im- 
prove the means of grace, we 
shall find that religious impres- 
sions will grow stronger, and 
that we shall be enabled to run 
in the way of God’s command. 
ments with increasing delight ; 



































Até, 


worldly vanities and pleasures’ 
will lose their attractions, and we 
shall ‘follow righteousness, 
faith, charity, peace, with them 
that call on the Lord out of 2 
pure heart.” 

Since the acquiring of religious 
principles and virtuous habits, is, 
as regards ourselves, the princi- 
pal end of divine ordinances (the 
obligation we are under to attend 
on them as duties towards God, 
isnot the object of this discus- 
sion,) we should carefully look 
on them in that point of view, and 
prepare ourselves accordingly ~ 
We shall then see, that spiritual 
improvement in the divine life, is 
much more to be regarded, than 
the gratifying of an idle curiosity, 
or the indulgence of empty spec- 
ulations. Where this disposition 
prevails, those ministers will be 
esteemed whose discourses are sol- 
id and pious, rather than such as 
are flashy or flowery. In the es- 
timation of these, a sermon will 
not be less valued because it has 
been previously composed, if ir 
be delivered by one who is deeply 
interested in his work: nor will 
their prayers grow languid and 
faint, because they are presented 
in words which have been in ute 
for so many generations. They 
will not expect to find acceptance 
hefore the Divine Majesty on ac- 
count of any external torm. And 
a little experience will convince 
them, that those who use no reg- 
ular forms of prayer, do some- 
times grow formal. They will 
find that these external shadows 
do not constitute the essence of 
devotion, and that they are only 
means for the attainment of 
something vastly more impor- 
tant ; that is, to grow up unto the 
image of Christ, and a fitness for 
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eternal glory. Now, in order to 
attain this important end, to grow 
up unto the measure of the stat- 
ure of the fulness of Christ, to 
increase in all the virtues and 
graces of the gospel, we may well 
repeat the samte services, we may 
frequently use the same means of 
grace, we may daily breathe the 
same ejaculations. Does a per- 
son in a healthy state of body re- 
fuse to take the same wholesome 
food? Does he ever loathe his 
daily bread? And how does a 
child grow up to a perfect man? 
By an excessive use of high sea- 
soned viands, or by the satisfying 
nourishment of a simple diet ? 
Let it, then, be our anxious 
care so to hunger and thirst after 
righteousness, that we may be 
filled with grace and heavenly 
benedictions; and let us never 
grow weary of the sweet manna 
and the waters of life which are 
communicated to us in the ordi- 
nances of God. May we daily 
grow in grace, while we increase 
in the knowledg of our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ. May we 
give all diligence to add to our 
aith, virtue; and to virtue, 
knowledge ; and to knowledge, 
temperance ; and to temperance, 
patience; and to patience, godli- 
ness; and to godliness, brother- 
ly kindness; and to brotherly 
kindness, charity. For if these 
things be in us, and abound, they 
will make us such that we shall 
neither be barren nor unfruitful 
in the knowledge of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. Ch. 08. 


_—— + 


REVIEW. 
WVithbolding a suitable support from 


the ministers of-religton, is robbing 
God: A Sefmon, preached to 


the Presbyterian Congregation 
in Plattsburgh, N. Y. Septem- 
ber 26, 1813, by William R. 
Weeks, at that time Pastor of 
said corgregation, Albany: 
Printed for the Author. 1814. 


There is usually a degree of 
indelicacy in a man’s speaking 
much concerning himse}f. It is, 
therefore, an irksome task for one, 
who possesses a nice sense of pro- 
priety agd much acuteness of feel- 
ing, to announce his own worth, 


to proclaim his title to respect, 


and to advocate his claims to an 
ample remuneration for his ser- 
vices. In the case of the minis- 
ter of religion there are peculiar 
considerations, which enforce re- 
serve and impose silence. He is 
sure, when he avows and main- 
tains his right to an adequate sup- 
port as the recompense of his ex- 
ertions, to incur the displeasure of 
numbers and to call forth from 
various quarters loud and vehe- 
ment charges of being selfish and 
mercenary, and to darken his 
prospect of doing good. Many, 
who do not join in the hue and 
cry of venality, will yet charge 
him with impudence and indeco- 
rum and declare that it would 
have been better for him to have 
remained silent. A remark of 
this character we recollect to have 
heard concerning the Sermon be- 
fore us. But weare clearly of 
the opinion, thatin delivering the 
discourse, which he has presented 
to the publick, Mr. Weeks acted 
in a manner, not liable to cen- 
sure, and w< hope, that in sending 
it abroad from the press, he will 
teach many congregations, to 
good effect, a lesson, which they 
much need tolearn. There has, 
onthe part of the clergy, been, 
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on the subject of their support, 
an extreme and unwatrantable 
reserve. They have chosen, in a 
multitude of instances, to suffer, 
without complaining, the evils of 
hard and pinching poverty, or to 
have recourse tothe labour of 
their hands, to the neglect of the 
duties of their sacred calling, 
rather than, by requiring what 
they might justly demand, incur 
the suspicion of being influenced 
by sinister and unworthy con-id- 
erations, and subject themselves to 
the charge of being hirelings. 

The effect of this timidity, the 
result of this diffidence is, that io 
general, so far as their support 
depends upon their salaries, and, 
indeed, it may be affirmed, that 
so far asall their resources are 
regarded, there are few respecta- 
ble mechanicks who are not ina 
more eligible situation, than the 
preachers of the gospel. They 
are very imperfectly supplied 
with books and are necessitated to 
deduct largely from the time 
which ought to be devoted to 
study and to apply it to secular 
avocations, so that resp&ctable as 
are the li.erary characters of ma- 
ny of them and able as are their 
discourses, they are far inferiour 
to what they might be, and far 
below that rank, which, it is de- 
voutly to be wished, they should 
sustaia. The very moderate al- 
lowance, which is made to mest 
clergymen, is also viewed, not as 
the discharge of a debt equitably 
due and which cannot without 
guilt be left unpaid ; but as a spe- 
cies of alms, as the disbursergent 
of charity, and the ministers of 
Christ are considered by nota 
few a mere reputable sort of pau- 

ers. 
With regard to their support a 


different stand should long since 
have been taken and bolder lan- 
guage should have been held by 
the ministers of religion. We 
therefore feel under obligation to 
Mr. Weeks for his examination 
of the subject, and for the many 
important truths, which he* has 
brought forward to notice, al- 
though we do not accord with 
him in all the positions, which he 
has advanced. 

His text is Mal. ui. 8. Willa 
man rob Ged? Yet ye have robbed 
me. But ye say wherein have we 
robbed thee ? In tithes and offerings. 
The sentiment, which he derives 
from this passage of scripture is, 
that, When a people withhold a suite 
able support from the ministers of re- 
ligion, they are guilty of robbing 

od. 

The first point, which Mr. 
Weeks examines is, What is a 
suitable support for the ministers 
of religion? 

Here, he, in the outset, oecu- 
pies ground, which in our view 
is untenable, and ground, which 
he himself afterwards virtually 
abandons. He observes, that 
God once gave one tenth of the 
income of the publick to his min- 


‘isters, and he more than inti- 


mates, that, as this appointment 
has never been expressly revoked, 
its binding force still remains.— 
But, if this were Mr. Week’s 
opinion, it is idle, atthe best, for 
him to inquire what will furnish 
a suitable support to the ministers 


of Christ. The tithe is theit due, 


and neither more nor less can be 
a reasonable allowance. He 
ought to have proceeded to em 
force upon his hearers, with his 
utmost ability the sacred duty of 
paying the fulltenth cf their an- 
nual gains, te those, who fill the 
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sacred office, without leaving it 
at allto their direction to deter- 
mine what would constitute an 
adequate provision for their main- 
tenance. In having pursued a 
different course, he leads us to 
suspect, that he had not strong 
confidence in the soundness of his 
position. 

We are fully persuaded, that 
the payment of tithes was one of 
the temporary appointments of 
the Jewish economy, and that, 
with the close of that dispensation 
and the extinction of the Jewish 
ritual, it ceased. No intimation, 
that we recollect, is given, that 
tithes are still to be paid, and 
that they form the provision te be 
made for the clergy. And we 
apprehend, that the nature and 
circumstances of the case, afford 
clear evidence, that the collection 
of tithes was a transient institu- 
tion and that the statute, which 
required it, must have been re-en- 
acted to be now in force. 

Mischievous, and mischievous 
in the extreme, at the present pe- 
riod would be the natural and al- 
most unavoidable consequences 
of such aninjunction. The min- 
istry would be in this case one of 
the roads to wealth, and men 
whose minds were intent only on 
lucre, would enter it for the pur- 
pose of emolument. It would, 
thus indeed be ‘filled ; but it 
would be filled in a vast multi- 
tude of instances, with the mer- 
cenary and the worthless; men 
who would neglect every duty, 
except those, which were requi- 
site to eneure them their salaries ; 
men who would degrade the sac- 
red function, dishonour religion, 
subvert its influence and corrupt 
and ruin, rather than reform and 
save the souls of men. 
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Under the Jewish constitution, 
these evils were, in agreat meas- 
ure, avoided, by confining the 
ministry in its lowest form toa 
particular tribe, and in its highest 
character toa single familyi— 
However ready corrupt and un- 
principled men might be to as- 
sume the sacred office, they were 
cut off from the very pessibility 
of accomplishing such an object. 
In this respect the Jewish priest- 
hood, and the christian ministry 
stand, therefore, upon widely dif- 
ferent grounds. . 

Although we are far from de- 
siring affluence for the clergy, we 
wish them to be liberally suppor- 
ted. And such provision, in our 
opinion, ought, beyond a ques. 
tion, to be made for them, as 
shall not only afford them com- 
plete exemption from want, and 
from perplexity and solitude, 
with regard to the necessaries 
and comforts of life, and such as 
shall place them above the ne- 
cessity of resorting to secular avo- 
cations ; but such as shall ensure 
the various objects, detailed id 
the following extract from the 
discourse, which we are examin.- 
ing. Mr.Weeks, has here poin- 
ted out, with mueh clearness and 
accuracy, what will constitute an 
adequate support for the minis. 
ters of Christ; and we recom: 
mend the passage to the carerul 
perusal, and the attentive consid- 
eration of our readers, 


“1. That the ministers of religion 


should have it in their power to be | 
Whea men make cngage- 


honest. 
ments, it is a species of dishonesty not 
to fulfil them. When they contract 
debis, it is aspecies of dishonesty not 
to‘discharge them punctually. Min. 
isters must Provide fur their families. 
in doing this, they must make engage. 
ments andcontractdebts. And thgiz 
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suppert ought to be such, as to enable 
them to fulfil their engagemeuts like 
honestmen. They ought not to be 
compelled to defraud their creditors, 
soriostarve their families. Will it 
be saul, that they should preserve 
iheir character as honest mcn,- by not 
contracting debts beyond their means 
of punctual payment? Itis very true. 
ut since, if they do not provide for 
their own house, they practically de- 
ny the faith, and are worse than infi+ 
dels, they must have the means of do- 
ingit. They must, therefore, have a 
certain dependence, which is adequate 
io supply all the necessities of their 
families,and mect all their engage- 
ments with punctuality. 

2, Ministers ought to have it in 
their power to be respectable. A 
man without respectability, is with- 
out influence. And a man without 
influence, is without the power of do- 
ing good. A minister must be res- 
peetable. But itis weil known that 
a man’S respectability, in the eyes of 
a great portion of the community, de- 
pends, ina great meansure,on his ap- 
pearance. He may be honest,,he may 
be pious, he may be learned,.he may 
be faithful in his. ministerial duties, 
but ifhe is mean and sordid in his ap- 
pearance, if he wears the marks of 
poverty. and want, he will be despised. 
Vhese things, indeed, ought not so 
to be, but these things are. When 
iis people visit his house, they expect 
to be received genteelly, and to be 
eutertained with the best. And’ if 
they are not, they never attribute it 
to his want of support, but to his. 
vant of respect fer them, vr to his 
want ofeconomy, or what is still worse 
‘o his covetousness. Ifa minister, on 
his journies, 1s obliged by his poverty 
‘o resort to those means of avoiding 


expence, which other men do not pras- - 


tice, he makes himself contemptible. 
‘those who witness it, never ascribe it 
to the true cause, but tea mean and! 
uvaricious spirit, which they despise. 
A suitable support, therefore, for the 
niuisters of religion, must be such as 
will enable them in-all things to main- 
tain their respectability, uwwon which 
their influence, and their power of do- 
ing good essentially depend. 

3. Ministers ought to have it in 
their power to be claritable and pub- 


‘should be men of- science. 
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lic spuited. If they are the ministers 
of Jesus they plead the. cause of the 
poor and fatherless. They inculcate 
the duties of charity and liberality.— 
They expose to their hearers the utter 
inconsistency of aclose, illiberal, cov- 
etous. spirit, with the profession of 
christianity. But of what avail is their 
preaching, unless they preach by ex- 
ample? How can they persuade oth- 
ers to give to the poor, unless they give’ 
to the poor? How can they persuace 
others to be liberal and public spirited, 
unless they give an example of liber- 
ality and public spiritedness? And 
let me tell you that if you will pay 
ministers their tithes, they will gladly 
tithe their tithe, for charitable, reli- 
gious, and public purposes. When 
they look around them, they. see ob- 
jects enough which call for their con. 
tributions. The poor need to Be fed, 
and clothed, and their children educa- 
ted. The sick poor need to be provi: 
ced with something comfortable — 
Destitute settlements need to be pro- 
vided with missionaries. The heathen 
need to have the gospel sent to them.— 
Poor and pieus youth need to be edu- 
cated for the miaistry. Churches need 
10 be built and seminaries of learning 
to be supported. Societies for the 
distribution of bibles and'of religious 
tracts need to be furnished with funds. 
The minister of religion earnestly de- 
sires to.see these things accomplish- 
ed. Hisheartisopen, And ifhe had 
the means in his hand, they would go 
cheerfully and liberally to these ob- 
jects. And ifhe couldset an exam- 
ple, he could freely invite others to 
follow it. But his own poverty closes 
his hand and stops his mouth. 

4. Ministers ought to have it in 
their power to make improvement in 
their manner of discharging the duties 
of their calling. ‘Fhe minister of reli- 
gion should be a scribe well instruct-- 
ed. An ignorant ministry is contemp- 
tible and useless, In this age of phi- 
losophy and infidelity it is indispensa- 
ble that the ministers of religion 
The ene- 
mies of religion are frequently men of 
learning and abilities, Some of the 
most'active and subtle of them are men 
of great attainments in human Inowl- 
edge. And their most powerful at- 
tucks upon our religion, are supported 
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by pretended facts in higgory or philus- 
ophy. The ministers ofreligzion ought 
to be qualified to defend it against all 
attacks. The -history ef the world, 
therefore, both ancient and modern, 
and the philosophy of nature, ought to 
be familiar to them. An accurate 
knowledge of the scriptures is indis- 
pensible in those whose office it is to 
explain them. But this isa work of 
great labor, To understand them 
thoroughly, it is necessary to read 
them in the inspired originals, and to 
be well acquainted with the -geogra- 
phy, history, chrorology, manners, Cus- 
toms, opinions, transactions and 
events, of all the countries and nations 
there spoken of, that is, of the whole 
world. it is necessary also that the 
minister of religion should have ai ac- 
curate knowledge of the human heart, 
be well acquainted with the world, un- 
derstand the nature of the human 
mind and its operations, be acquainted 
with the systems of logie, rheiori¢ and 
metaphysics, and be well versed in the 
writings of every description of men, 
upon every subject. ‘To do all this, he 
must have time, and he must have 
books. His support, therefore, ought 
to be such, that he may furnish him- 
self with an extensive library of the 
best books upon every subject, and 
have time to devote to them. Our peo- 
ple expect all this knowledge in a 
minister, and they expect he will con- 
tinue to grow in knowledge, and makes 
rapid improvement in every thing con- 
nected with the duties of his calling. 
And they expect it just as much in 
those who are not furnished with the 
means, as inthose who are. Every 
one exclaims at the cruelty and injus- 
tice of the Egyptian — task-mas- 
ters, who required the Israelites to 
make brick without furnishing them 
with the necessary straw. But our 
people are more unreasonable than the 
Evyptian task-masters. They, indeed, 
withheld the straw, but they allowed 
the same time as before for the work 
tobe done. But our people require 
us to make great improvements, not 
only without furnishing us with the ne- 
cessary books, but without any time to 
study the few we may have. 

5. Ministers ought to have it in 
their power to educate their children. 
if. ministers of the gospel are good 
men,and faithfulin their ows house, 
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they will train up their children in 
the nurture and admonition of the 
Lord. ‘They will instil into their 
minds correct principles, and form 
them to virtuous habits. But reli- 
gious instruction, though essential, is 
not all that is necessary to qualify 
them for usefulness in the world. — 
They need other instruction, in com- 
mon with other children, A minister 
of the gospel is not destitute of the 
feelings of nature, any more than other 
men. And he will fecl as anxious as 
other parents do, to give his children: 
such an education as will be most like 
ly to promote their happiness and r-- 
spectabjlity in the world. A ministe 
of the gospel ought ta be benevolent, 
He ought to feel a deep interest in the 
happiness .ef the community. He 
ought, thercfare, to give his children 
such an education as will prepare 
them tu be most useful to society — 
But, to do this, is attended with no in- 
consilerable expence. ie ought, 
therefore, to receiye such a support, a» 
will enable him to do this in a suitable 
Manner. 

®. Ministers ought to have it ‘n 
their power to make some provision 
for their families, in case they should 
be taken away by death. Ministers of 
the gospel, move frequently perhaps 
than the men of any other profession, 
wear themselves out early, and are ta- 
Ken away in the middle of lite, leaving «. 
helpless widow, and a number of {:- 
therless children, in the most destituic 
and indigent circumstances. This is 
acommon case. And how must ile: 
minister of the gospel teel when he 
contemplatesit?) How must he fc}, 
when he looks upon his fa:nily areund 
him, and retiects that the continuanee 
of his lite is their enly earthly depen- 
alence? How must it embitter his des 


parting moments, when, upon the bed i 
of death, he loéks araund hin with a 
the feelings of the husband and the 


father, and knows that he is leaving 


e 


those who are dearest to him to bese 3 
gary and wretchedness!—Is this the = 


reward due to his faithtui labors? fF, 
tiis the return made by a grateful pec. 
ple, forallhis unwearied attention tr 
thet best interests? Is this the certain 
prospect he has before him, when wear- 
ing outhis Iie in their service?—TPhe.c 
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support would make prevision against 
the possibility of such an event.” 


Having considered the amount 
of that allowance to be made for 
the support of the preachers of 
the gospel, Mr. Weeks proceeds 
to enquire, when this is withhold. 
en. He here observes that a 
state withholds a suitable support 
from the ministers of religion 
when it makes no provision by 
jaw for the collection of their sal- 
aries ; a congregation, when they 
make no permanent provisions on 
which they can depend ; individ- 
uals, when they refuse to contri- 
bute in proportion to their prop- 
erty; a peopie when they do 
not fulfil the engagements, which 
they make, when they fail in 
point of punctuality, and when 
they do not increase the amount 
of a stipulated salary, as its actu- 
al value declines, by an enhanced 
price of the necessaries of life.— 
On the subject of a permanent 
provision for the support of the 
ministers of Christ the following 
remarks deserve attention. 


‘* Nothing is niore unreasonable, than 
to require stated services without a 
statcd com) ensation. Nothing is more 
unreasonabie than for a people to ex- 
pect a mimister will give his whole 
time to them, and yet depend upon 
their good will and pleasure, from 
time to time, whether he has any 
thing to live upon or not. And yet 
there are many people, who refuse to 
@o any thing to support the ministers 
of religion, in any other way than this. 


ftisa maximwiilhthem, that minis- 
"ters must he kept down. 
be madc to feei their depcndenee.— 


They must 


They must be made continually sen- 
sible, that it depends entirely upon 
their pleasing their people, whether 
they live or starve. Such men say, 
if ministers have a certain support, 
they wii become too proud and iuso- 
tent, which means, that if they are 
not made to dread the displeasure of 
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such men, they will be too pointed in 
their preachige, and too faithful in the 
discharge of the duties of their office. 
I have heard men express themselves 
in this manner, and I do not think it 
is unfrequent. When a minister has 
no fixed salary, it is impossible he 
should know how to make his calcula< 
tions. It isimpossible that he should 
know how to live, in order to keep 
within his income, unless he knows 
what that income will be. But if he 
depends upon the voluntary contribu- 
tions of people, from time to time, he 
will lean upon a broken reed.” 


Ttis inhuman and it is no less 
impolitick to compel a clergyman 
to depend for his support upon 
occasional and uncertain collec- 
tions. It is scarcely to be antici- 
pated, that anxiety in those cir- 
cumstances, will not be felt, and 
often intense anxiety. To this 
state of torturing solicitude, it is 
most reprehensible to subject a 
preacher of the gospe}]. His hap- 
piness should be too highly valu- 
edto render it ever admissible. 
It will also occasion a trial of his 
fidelity, to which he ought not to 
be summoned. If his salary de- 
pends upon popular favour there 
will be often a powerful tempta- 
tion to veil obnoxious truths, and 
to insist only on inoffensive top- 
icks and unobjectionable duties.— 
Place on the one side penury and 
distress, with a beloved family to 
Share in every evil, which is in- 
curred, and on the other, plenty 
and ease and comfort, and it will 
require integrity of the sturdiest 
growth, not to falter, not to make 
any concessions to popular preju- 
dice. « 

But if tenderness towards the 
feelings and the virtue of their 
minister should not prevent the 
state of constant dependence, 
which we are censuring, a regard 
fur their own interest should be 
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an insuperable barrier in the view 
of every congregation. A mind 
weighed. down by despondency, 
or racked by solicitude, is not in 
acondition favourable to exten- 
sive literary researches, or to vig- 
orous and profound exertions of 
thought, and to. luminous and 
powerful exhibitions of truth and 
duty. ‘Their welfare also re- 
quires, that every truth be an- 
nounced clearly, fully and forci- 
bly. Lotempt a minister to con- 
ceal the truth is totempt him to 
veil the light of life, the light, 
which might train for glory and 
conduct to heaven. A clergy- 
man, like a judge, should be en- 
sured a complete independence, 
during good behaviour. Let him 
preach, and ‘preach with his ut- 
most ability and ‘“ without fear, 
favour, or affection,’’ the whole 
will of God, and be sure, that, m 
doing it, he shall not fail'to ob- 
tain a respectable livelihood. Bug 
if slothful, negligent and faithless, 
Jet him be expelled from his sta- 
tion and his post be filled with a 
worthier occupant. The negli- 
gence of multitudes in paying 
what they contribute to the main- 
tenance of publiek worship, is 
most culpable. Itis to no small 
degree the fact, that other debts 
are discharged, that the demands 
of appetite and caprice and vani- 
ty are satisfied, and then, if any 
thing remain’, clergyman is 
paid. In this way he is involved 
in embarrassment and debt, and 
distress, and much of his happi- 
ness and usefulness is destroyed. 
His demands sheuld be met with 
invariable punctuality. 

There are many, who are wil- 
ling to afford assistance in sup- 
Porting a minister of Christ ; but 
they wil aot contribute tn any 
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proportion to their circumstances. 
Of course others, pious and be. 
nevolent, and unwilling as it re- 
gards themselves, their families 
and their neighbours, that no 
means of promoting their epiritu- 
al interests, and of en‘uring their 
salvation should be enjoyed, un- 
willing that any, untaught and 
unwarned, should hasten to pers 
dition, are compelied to make sace 
rifices even beyond their ability. 
The man of wealth who thus de, 
clines bearing a just proportion of 
the expence of maintaining pub- 
lic worship, casts the burden from 
himself upon others, and taxes 
their piety and benevolance, is 
guilty of ome of the worst spes 
cies of extortion. 

Whether, when he comes to 
consider the third particular, 
which he propo-es to examine, 
Mr. Weeks establishes the posi- 
tion, that withholding a suitable 
support from the ministers of 
Christ, is strictly and appropri- 
ately robbing Gad, we shall not 
stay to enquire. He certainly 
evinces that itis gross disobedi- 
ence to the plain and positive in- 
junctions of holy writ, and of 
course, a crime of no light mage 
nitude. It is certainly astonish- 
ing. that men with the bible in 
their hands, should ever pretend 
scruples of conscience with re- 
gard to contributing to the ealary 
of a clergyman. We cannot but 
suspect, that, oftenand very of- 
ten too, their professed qualms of 
conscience are simply the gripings 
of downright covetousness. It 1s 
also extraordinary, that any 
should look upon what they con- 
tribute to the support of the min- 
ister of Christ as a gratuity, a3 
money paid, for which an equiv- 
alent is notréeceived.: The dii- 
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culty and the value of the servi- 
ces, performed, and the decision 
of reason and of (God declare 
that no man more richly deserves 
the reward paid him, than the 
faithful clergyman. 

In the following extract, ample 
testimony is adduced, that the 
support, and the liberal and hon- 
ourable support of the ministers 
of Christ, is a duty, decisively and 
often inculcated in the New Tes- 
tament. 


“For it is easy to prove that ministers 
are entitled to their support, and that 
not as a gift from their people, as some 
would have it, for which they ought 
to feel under very great obligations, 
but as, wages, properly speaking, as 
Aire for the services they render. When 
eur Lord sent forth his disciples to 
preach, he said to them, Mat. 10. 9,—- 
“ Provide aeither gold, nor silver, nor 
brass, in your purses, nor scrip for 
your joupnev, neither two coats, ncither 
shoes, nor yet staves; for the workman 
is worthy ofhis meat.” In Luke 10. 7, 
st is, “* For the laborer is worthy of his 
hire’" Here, our Lord taught, that 
they were entitled to receive a sufi- 
cient supply of all the comforts of life, 
as Aire tor the service they rendered, 
2n the same sense that other workmer 
are entitled to receive wages for their 
labor; that it was as much a debt due 
to them as the wages of other 
workmen are a Cebt due to them. 
The same truth is taught also 
by the apostle. 1Cor. 9.7—14— 
“Who goeth a warfare any time at his 
owncharges? Who planteth a vine- 
yard, and eateth not of the fruit there- 
af? Orwhofeedeth a flock, and eat- 
eth not ofthe milk of the flock? Say 
¥ these things asa man? Or saith not 
the law the samealso? For it is 
written m the law of Moses, Thou 
shalt not muzzle the mouth of the ox 
thattreadeth out the corn. Doth God 
take care for oxen? = Or saith he it al- 
together for our sakes ? For our sakes 
io doubt, this is written: that he that 
ploweth, should plow in hope; and 
that he that thresheth in hope should 
be partaker ofuis hope. It we have 
sown unto you spiritual things, ts ita 
g*vat thing if we shall reap ) our carnal 
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things? Bo ye not know, that they 
which minister about holy things live 
of the things of the temple ? and they 
which wait at the altar are partakers 
with the altar? Even so hath the Lord 
ordained that they which preach the gos- 
pel should live of the gospel” ‘The 
apostle it is true, did sometimes wave 
his right to receive-a temporal support 
from the people to whom he preached. 
There were occasions in which it was 
expedient for him todo se: But he 
always insisted that it was his right, 
his just due, as wages for the service he 
rendered. Qn one occasion of this kind 
be says, 2 Cor. 11.8, “I robbed other 
churches, taking wages of them, to do 
your service.” ‘Tothe Galatians, he 
says, chap. 6. 6, “Let him thatis taught 
in the word, communicate unto him 
that teacheth, in all good things.”’— 
This looks like an injunction to pay the 
tithe of every thing in its kind, as was 
the commandment of the law. To 
Timothy, he says, 1 Tim. 5.17, “ Let 
the elders that rule well be counted 
Werthy of double honor, especially they 
Who labor in the word and doctrine.’’ 
What this “ double honor’ was, ap- 
pears from the next verse, ‘** For the 
scripture saith, thou shalt net muzzle 
the ox that treadeth out the corn. And 
the laborer is worthy of his reward.” 
This “double honarf’ wasa double 
portion of guod things of this life, as a 
reward due ior their faithful services.” 


The evils arising from the faul- 
ty support of the clergy, are 
manifold and most deplorable. 
The services of those engaged in 
the sacred calling are rendered 
very imperfect and inefficient, 
and numbers qualified for its holy 
duties by ralePand*piety and in- 
clination, are deterred from en- 
tering the sacred caliing and re- 
Solve to endeavour to serve God 
in some less disheattening profes- 
sioa. Qn this point we recom- 
mend the following remarks con- 
tained in the sermon to our rea- 
ders as deserving of serious re- 


gard. 


And when peuple keep baek the wa- 
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services which he does render, to be 
very imperfect. They compel hin to 
serve God with the lame and the blind. 
When ministers are not furnished with 
books, and when they are compelled to 
resurt to sotme other employment to 
support their families, their discourses 
are unstudied, and of course, they are 
erude, undigested performances, total- 
ly unfit for the service of the sanctua- 
ry. It is true that some preachers say 
they have no need to:study. Thetrdis- 
courses are the effect of immediate 
inspiration. But ministers in general 
are not favored with these miraculous 
gifts, and they do not wish to impose 
their crude, imperfect performances 
upon people, as the effusions of the 
Holy Ghost. They think the oil for 
the sanctuary should be well beaten, 
before it is brought in for use. And 
teserve God with tie lameand the 
blind, they think is very unsuitable, 
and is robbing him of that which is his 
é€ue. And how few ministers are there 
in comparison with what there might 
be, if people would pay their tithes — 
How many places are destitute of min- 
isters, which might support them 
with perfect ease. How many people 
never hear the sound of the gospel at 
all, to whom it would be preached, if 
every man paid his just proportion of 
their wages. When young men, who 
are qualified fer the ministry, behold 
the numerous discouragements which 
attend it, when they see the miserable 
smanner in which ministers are support- 
ed, how strong an inducement must it 
be to engage in some other profession. 
When they see before them, wn-the 
other professions, a prospect of more 
than a comfortable support, and inthis 
the certain prospect of poverty and 
want. how exceedingly apt will they he 
to-consider it 23 an indieation of di- 
vine providence that they ought not 
to enter the sacred profession. When 
those who have entered the ministry, 
have seen and felt, by their own sad 
experience, the seifishness and the 
penuriousness of most people, with re- 
spect to ministerial support; when 
they have seen with how great dificul- 
fy men are induced to subscribe, not 
the tenth, but the hundredth or the 
thousandth part of their income, and 
think their minister ought to feel un- 
der very great chjications to them for 
that; ang when they havescen the er. 


treme tardiness with which that mis- 
erable pittance is paid, and the vast 
retuin offgratitude which these peo- 
ple expect, when they pay the tenth 
or the hundredth part of what is justly 
due; when they have beencompelled 
to see and feel these things, how 
strong will be their ind»cements to 
relinquish the ministry altogether.—. 
Whea they loek around upon their 
helpless families, how do all the feel- 
ings of the husband and the father 
plead with them to abandon a profes- 
sion which promises them nothing but 
beggary and wretchedness ?” 


The discourse is closed with 2 
number of inferences, and many 
of them of much importance. 

The third inference is, ‘‘ that so- 
cieties are often ina great mis- 
take, in supposing, that they are 
not ablé to support the gospel,” 

Very few of our towns, let 
them contribute to this, as liber- 
ally as they do to many other ob- 
jects, of small or of no conse- 
quence, need be destitute of a 
minister of religion. Let them 
devote what is needlessly and usu- 
ally much more than needlessly 
consumed in the purchuse of ar- 
dent spirits, and a preacher of the 
gospel would be well maintained. 
Itis too often net inability, but 
the reluctance, with which money 
is parted with to answer religious 
purposes, which causes most soci- 
eties to remain destitute of the 
regular dispensation of divine 
truth. 

The fourth-inference is, * that 
there is no reason to charge min- 
isters with being hirelings 
becaure they claim and re. 
ceive a ‘suitable support from 
their people.” We acknowl. 
edge, that at times, we well 
nigh lose all patience, when we 
hear men loaded with the foul and 
approbrious appellation of hire» 
lings, who, reliranithing less Ia 
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borious and more lucrative em- 
ployments, abandoning the paths 
of opulence and ambition, and 
thus renouncing wealth and hon. 
our ; have consecrated their tal- 
ents and their acquisitions of 
knowledge to the glorious and be- 
nevolent purpose of promoting 
the cause of religion, and thus ad- 
vancing the honours of God, and 
subserving the temporal and eter- 
nal happiness of their fellow men. 
The charge is sometimes the offs- 
pring of ignorance and prejudice, 


. But it is at other times the result 


of the most selficzh and base and 
malignant considerations. On 
this point, we select from the dis- 
course before us, the following re- 
marks. 


It is selfshness which constitutes a 
manu hiréling. A man is a hireling, 
when the gainishis principal obj.ct. 
That preacher is a hireling, whocares 


only for what he can get, but cares not | 


for the flock. That man isa hireling, 
who enters the ministry from any sel- 
fish motive; not only he who does it 
for the sake of gain, but he who does it 
for the sake of honor and distinction, 
because he loves to have the pre-em- 
inence. There is little reason to think 
that men enter the ministry, at this day 
who are qualified for other learned pro- 
fessions, for the sake of gain. Bat there 
is reason to fear that some undertake 
to preach, whoare not qualfied for this 
ner any other learned profession, mere- 
ly from an aspiring, ambitious spirit, 
that will not becontent with the hum- 
ble station for which Providence has 


qualified them. These are the true 
hireliig preachers, notwithstanding 
their loud professions of disinterested - 
ness.” 


Let no one endeavor to avoid 
the force of any remarks, which 
we have made, by imagining that 
we have been pleading our own 
cause. In that case their just 
weight ought to be given to our 
observations. But the writer of 
this article is, inno degree de. 
pendent upon a parish for his sup- 
port and he has no personal inter- 
est in the subject, which he has 
been examining. He uses the 
considerations, which he has bro’t 
forward, solely because he knows 
that evils and grievous evils exist, 
and because to these, he would 
gladly as far asin his power ap- 
ply a remedy. 

We shall close our observations 
by desiring our readers, who are 
fixed ina place destitute ofa 
preacher of the gospel, seriously 
to consider, whetker it be not in 
a measure owing to their fault.—~ 
If this be the fact, let them trem- 
ble at the fearful weight of guilt, 
which lies at their door. At the 
tribunal of conscience, and at the 
bar of God, they will be ulti- 
mately held accetsary to the ruin 
of those immortal minds, who 
perish through a famine of the 
word of life, which they do net 
faithfully labour to remove. 


Lictigious Intelligence. 





MIDDLEBURY COLLECED CHARITABLE SOCIETY 


The Directors of the Middlebury College 
Charitable Society submit the foallez- 
ing report cf thets proceedings the 
pust year. 


The directors have received appli- 
cations for assistance, from ten young 
gentlemen, and they have voted to take 
them ander their patronage and to a3- 
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sist them in gaining a publick educa. 
tion, with the design of entering the 
ministry. To five of these, pecuniary 
assistance has been already extended. 
In one instance, the intentions and 
hopes of the Directors have been frus- 
trated, by a failure of the health of 
the yourg gentleman, whom they had 
resolved to encourage. In three in: 
stances aid is not yet desired, the per- 
sdéns, to whom it is to be afforded, be- 
ing not yet fitted for admission into 
College, and being able to pursue their 
preparatory studies, without assistance 
from the society. Jn the remaining 
case, aid has been voted for the ensu- 
ing year. 

No call having been made for a part 
of the money, belonging to the seciety 
the Directors have loaned it; on inter- 
est, payable on demand. 

The Directors having seen notice cf 
a meeting of the Evangelical Society, 
at which the proposal of a union of that 
Society with the Middlebury College 
Charitable Society was to be taken into 
consideration, requested President Da- 
vis and Professor Hall to attend. They 
accordingly were present, and the ba- 
sis ofa union was agreed upon. But 
ift order to carry thatagreement into ef- 
fect,alterations, in some of the articles 
of the constitution, wili be requisite. — 
‘These alterations the Directors would 
take the liberty of recommending tothe 
Society. They would also beg leave 
to suggest the probable expediency of 
50 altering the Constitution as to make 
the members of Auxiliary Societies 
thembers also of the Original Society. 

The Report of the Treasurer will ex- 
ribit the state of the furds, and will 
evince, that, in order to continue to as- 
sist the objects ofits patronage, perse- 

Wering and fresh exertions will be re- 
quisite on the part of the Society, 
and still more so in order to mect fu- 
ture applications. 

Although the Society has been es- 
tabltshed under favourable auspices, 
although success, to as wide an ex- 
tent as could have been reasonably an- 
ticipated, has attended its exertions, 
and on account of what has been accom- 
plished they may justly thané God and 
take courage, and although its pros- 
pects are as bright and promising as 
could have been hoped, still the calls 
for assiduity and vigour from the Soci- 
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ety and its friends are many and ur- 
gent. 

Many ayoung man, qualified by na- 
tive talent and by. picty and inclina- 
tion to serve God in the Gospel of his 
Son, but whose prospects of obtaiming 
an education to fit him for entering the 
sacred calling, are clouded and whose 
hopes are weighed down by poverty, 
remains to besoughtout and prepared, 
to labour at length in the vineyard of 
Christ. Many, who are struggling, 
with the embarrassment and dcjection 
of inadequate resources, remain to be 
taken by the hand and relieved of that 
load of doubt and fear, which preys 
upon their spirits, blights their happi- 
ness and retards their proficiency in 
litefary pursuits. 

There is urgent occasion to train up 
for the ministry all who appear likely 
to be useful, when called to its sacred. 
duties. The harvest is, indeed plente- 
ous; but the labourers are few. On 
every side souls are perishing for lack 
of vision. On every hand are there 
destitute congregations and in every 
direction are there calls for preachers, 
and nehe to meet these calls. The 
exertions of missionary Societies are 
paralizedfromthewantof able and prop- 
ér missionaries. And in vain wi'l their 
tunds be augmented, unless suitable a- 
Sents are educated whom they maysend. 
forth to diffuse the light and influence 
and blessings of the gospel. 

Tire Directors cannot, therefore, bet 
entertain the opinion, that the Society 
has just and powerful claims upon pub- 
lick patronage, and they indulge: a 
strong, and tney trust a weil-grounded 
confidence, that these claims will not 
beurged in vai. 

Submitted by order of the Directors, 

JOHN HOUGH, Cleré. 


At the annual meeting of the Middle- 
bury Collere Charitable Society, on Tues 
day the 16th of August 1814, 

The Directors presented the report, 
which appears above. 

A proposition having been made ta 
form a union between this Society and 
“‘the Evangelical Society,” to effect 
which some amendments of the Con- 
stitution are requisite. 

Resolved, That 4 committee be ap- 
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pointed to take into consideration the 
proposed amendments, and that Sam- 
uel Swift, Esq. Professor Hall and 
Peter Starr, Esq. be the committee. 

The Society then proceeded. to the 
choice of officers for the ensuing year, 
and the following gentlemen were elec- 
ted, 

Henry Davis, D. D. President. 
Hon. Gamartiet Painter, Fice 

President. 

SAMUEL Swirt, Esq: Secretary. 
Proressor Hatt, 
Rev. Tuo: A. Merriut, | Dir 
Hey. Proressor HouGu ae 

> 4 + 
Rev. Bancrcort Fowtegr, itn 
Hon. CHAuncEy ‘eyasbewaisy 

The Society then aéjourned till & 
o’clock on Thursday morning the 18th 
instant. 

Ata inceting of the Middlebyry Col- 
lege Charitable Society, holden by ad- 
journment on Thursday the 18th of 
Avgust 1814, Ou motion, 

desolved, That the tollowing amend - 
Ments to the constitution be propo- 
sed. 

Any perscn-may become a member 
of this Society by paying the sum of 
one dollar, And each: member shail. 
be holden to pay amiually the sum of 
one doilar, until he shall give notice 
to the Treasurer of Middlebury Col- 
lege, that he wishes his.name erased. 
trom the list of members. 


Any person by paying the sum of 
ten-dollars shall become a. member for- 


life. 

The committee, to whom was refér- 
red the subject of proposing amend- 
ments of the constitution, made re- 
port, that they had examined the sev- 
eral articles, suggested in the Report 


of the Directors and were of opinion: 


that alterations are necessary, and re- 


commended the following resolutions. 


** Resolved, That the succeeding 
amendments of the Constitution be 
proposed : 

The members of-all Auxiliary Soci- 
eties, where the condition of member- 
ship is not aless sum than one dollar 
for admittance and one dollar annually 
for continuing a member, shall be 
members; in all respects of this Soci- 
ety. : 

“Whereas it has been proposed that 
a<union should be formed between 


, 


Ave. 


this Society and the Evangelical Soci- 
ety: And whereas, asa condition of 
said union, it is necessary that there 
should be an alteration of some of the 
articles of the constitution, 

Therefore, Resolved, that in case 
said union should take place, the fol- 
lowing articles be proposed to be ad- 
ded to the constitution, 

1. There shall be nine Directors, 

2, As soon as the union is formed 
the members of the Evang«lical Soci- 
ety shall be members of the Middlebu. 
ry College Charitable Society,:on the 
same conditions, on-which they now 
hold their membership in the Evangel- 
ical Society. 

3. To answer the original designs 
ef donations to the funds of the Evan- 
gelical Society, all monies vested from 
said Evangelical Society shall be ap~ 
propriated agreeably to the constitu- 
tion. of the Evangelical Society, by the 
directors of the Middlebury College 
Charitable Society. 

4. On tliese conditions both the So- 
cieties shall be united into one to be 
known by the name of the Middicbury 
College Charitable Society.” 

The following article proposed at 
the last annual meeting was adopted 
as-apart of the Constitution. 

Aary person, or association of per-, 
sons, who may heveafter make a dora. 
tion to this Society of the sum of fif 
ty dollars or more, may direct the same 
to be vested in a permanent fund and 
the interest only to be annually appli- 
ed to the objects of the Society. 

The permanent fund of the Society 
shall be committed to the manage- 
ment of the Directors for the time be- 
ing. 
Resolved, That the thanks. of the. 
Society be returned'to the Rev. Chea 
ter Wright tor his Sermon delivered 
before the Society, and that a copy be 
requested for the press. ; 

Resolved, That Doct. William G. 
Hooker be a committee to communi- 
cate the above resolution to Mr. 
Wright. 

The Rev. Holland Weeks is ap- 
pointed to deliver a discourse before 
the Sceiety at the next annual meet- 
ing andthe Rev. Bancroft Fowler, in. 
case of his failure, 
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Report of monies received by the Mid- 

 dlebury Gollege _Charttable Soctety 
previous to August 16, 1814, the day 
of the first annual Meeting. 


MEMBERS FOR LIFE. 


Brace, Hon. Jonathan, Hartford, 


Con. 22,00 
Buck, Daniel, Esq, Hartford, 

Con 20,00 
Hall, William, Bsq. 20,00 
‘Hall, Proffessor Frederick 20,00 
Hall, Daniel 20,00 
Hooker, Doct. Wm. G. 29,00 


Langdon, Hon.Chauncey, perm. 
fund 

Munson, Israel, Boston, Mass. 

Porter, Rev. Ebenezer, D. D. 
Andover, Mass. 20,80 

Sheldon, Elisha, Esq. 

Smith, His Ex, John C. Sharon, 
Con. 20,00 

Wadsworth, Daniel, Esq. 





MEMBERS OF THE S0CIETY. 


Andrus, Ethan, Esq. 2,06 
Ball, Rev. Heman 2,00 
Bingham, Rev. Silas L. 2,00" 
Bingham, Deac. Jeremiah 2,00 
Brade, Thomas K. Hartford, 

Con. 3,00 
Brewster, Elisha 2,00" 
Cook, Milo, Esq, 2,00 
Davis, Rev. Henry, D. D, 2,00 
Edmond, David, Esq. 2,00 
Eells, Capt. Edward 2,00 
Fowler, Rev. Bancroft 2.00 
Gibson, Nathaniel 2,00 
Goodell, Wm. 2,00 
Hawley, Erastus 2,00 
Hays, Newton 2,00 
Hewit, Nathaniel 2,00 
Hooker, Levi ° 2,00 
Hough, Rev. John 2,00 
Hovey, Rev. Jonathan 2,00 
Langdon, Hon. Chauncey 2:0) 
Matthews, Hon. Darius 2,00 
Merrill, Rev. Thomas A. 2,00 
Mills, Deac. Andrew 2,00 
Moore, Hon. Pliny, Champlain, 

_ N.Y. 2,00 
Painter, Hon. Gamaliel 2,00 
Parks, Beaumont, Esq. 2.00 
Pettengill, Rev. Amus 2.00 
Preston Rev. Willard 203 
Randall, Phinehas 2.40 


Baptist Mission to the Heathen. 


Ripley, Rev. Erastus, Meriden, 





Con. 2,00 
Sanderson, John 2 Ov 
Simmons, John, Esq. 2,00 
9mith, Rev. David, Durham; Con. 2,09 
Starr, Peter, Esq. 2,00 
Stewart, Ira 2,00 
Stewart, Noble 2,00 
Stone, Asahel 2 00 
Strong, Timothy C. 2.00 
Swift, Benjamin, Esq. 2,00 
‘Tullar, Rev. Martin 2,09° 
Williams, Thomas ‘K. Hart- 

ford, Con. 5,00 
Wright, Kev.-Chester 2,00 

4,00 


DONATIONS TO THE SOcreTy. 


Beac. Oliver Strong, Charlotte 1,00 
Middlebury Female Charitable 


Society 32,24 
Interest on meney loaned . 2,09 
Henry Homes, Boston 30,00 

65,33 


DONATIONS NOT RECEIVER RFE- 
FORE THE ANNUAL MEETING. 


Contribvution.after annual Ser- 

mon : 17,09 
By person unknown 3,00 
Interest in advance on the do- 

nation of ‘C: Langdon, Esq. 4,50 
Madam Wadsworth, Hartford, 


Con, 15,00 


Female friend, Hartford,Con. 10,00 
John R. Watkinson, Middle. 

ton, Con. 15,00 

Mr, Heman & Mrs. M. Avenill, 
Hartford, Con. 10,00 
74,50 
65,35 
84 09, 
310,00. 
$33,83. 





BAFTIST MISSION TO THE HBA- 
THEN, 


On the 18th of May last, delerates 
from various Baptist Societies in 
the United States met in Conven- 
tion, in the city of Philadelnhig .— 
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The Rev. Dr. Furman. of Charles- 
ton, S. C. was called to the chair, 
and the Rev. Dr. Baldwin of Boston 
was requested to officiate as Secre- 
tary. After an interchange of sen- 
timents the Convention unanimous- 
ly adopted the following 


CONSTITUTION. 


We the delegates from Missionary 
Societies, and other religious Bodies 
ofthe Baptist denomination, in various 
parts of the United States, met in Con- 
vention, in the City of Philadelphia, for 
the purpose of earrying into effect the 
benevolent Intentions of our Constitu- 
ents, by organizing a plan for eliciting, 
combining, and directing the Energies 
ofthe whole Denomination in one sa- 
cred efiort, for sending the glad ti- 
dings of Salvation to the Heathen, and 
to nations destitute of pure Gospel- 
light, po aGReEE to the following 
Riules.or fundamental Principles, viz. 

I That this body shall be styled 
“‘ The General Missionary Convention 
of the Baptist Denomination in the 
United States of America, for Foreign 
Missions.” 

II. That a triennial Convention shall 
hereafter, be held, consisting of Dele- 
rates, not exceeding’ two in number, 
trom éach of the several Missionary 
Societies, and other religious 
bodies of the Baptist Denom- 
jnation, now existing, or which 
may hereafter be formed in the 
United States, and which shall each, 
regularly contribute to the general 
Missionary Fund,a sum, amounting, 
at Jeast, to one hundred Dollars, per 
annum. 

lil. That for the necessary transac- 
tion and dispatch of business, during 
the recess of said Convention, there 
shall be a Board of twenty one Com- 
missioners, who shall be members of 
the said Societies, Churches, or other 
religious bodies aforesaid, trienniaily 
appointed, by the said Convention, by 
ballot, to be called the * Baptist 
Board of Foreign’ Missions for the U. 
States :” seven of whom shall be a 
guorum for the transaction of all busi- 
ness; and which Board shall contin- 
ve in oftice until successors be duly 
appointed ; and shail have power to 
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ernment of the said Board, and for the 
furtherance of the general objects of 
the Institution. 

1V. That it shall be the duty of this 
Board, te employ missionaries, and, if 
necessary, to take measures for the im- 
provement of their qualifications ; to 
fix on the Field of their Labours, and 
the compensation to be allowed them 
for their services; to superintend their 
conduct, and dismiss them, should 
their services be disapproved ; to pub- 
lish accounts, from time to time, of 
the Board’s Transactions, and an an- 
nual Address to the public ; to calla 
special meeting of the Convention on 
any extraordinary occasion, and, in 
general, toconduct the executive part 
of the missionary concern. 

V. That such persons only, as are 
in full communion with some regular 
Church of our Denomination, and who 
furnish satisfactory evidence of genu- 
ine Piety, good Talents, and fervent 
Zeal for the Redeemer’s Cause, are to 
be employed as Missionaries. 

VI. That the Board shall choose, by 
ballot, one President, two Vice-Presi- 
dents, a Treasurer, a corresponding 
and a recording Secretary. 

VII. That the President, or in case 
of his abscence or disability, the sen- 
ior Vice-President present, shall pre. 
side in all meetings of the Board, and 
when application shall be made in wri- 
ting, by any two of its members, shall 
call a special meeting of the Board, 
giving due notice thereof. 

VU. That the treasurer shall re- 
ecive and faithfully account for all the 
monies paid imto the treasury, keepa 
regular account of receipts and dis- 
bursements, make a report thereof to 
the said Convention, Whenever it shail 
be in session, and to the Board of Mis- 
sions annually, and as often as by them 
required: He shall also, before he 
enters on the duties of his office, give 
competent security, to be approved by 
the Board, for the stock and funds 
that may be coinmitted to his care. 

IX. That the corresponding secre- 
tary shall maintain intercourse by let- 
ter with such individuals, societies, or 
public bodies, as the interest of the 
institution May require. Copies of 
all communications made by the par- 
ticular direction of the Convention or 
Board, shall be bv him handed to the 
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recording secretary for record and safe 
keeping. 

X. That the recording secretary 
shall, ex officio, be the Secretary 
of the Convention, unless some other 
be by them appointed in his stead.— 
He shail attend all the meetings of the 
Board, and keep a fair record ef all 
their proceedings, andof the transac- 
tions of the Convention. 

XI. That in case of the death, re- 
signation, or disability of any of its of- 
ficers, or members, the Board shall 
bave power to fill such vacancy. 

XIf. That the said Convention shall 
have power, and in the interval of their 
meeting, the Board of Commissioners, 
on the recommendation of any one of 
the constituent bodies belonging to 
the Convention, shall also have power, 
to elect honorary members of piety and 
distinguished liberality, who, on their 
election, shall be entitled toa seat, 
and to take part in the debates ofthe 
Convention: but it shall be under- 
stood that the right of voting shall be 
confined to the delegates. 

XIII. That in case any of the con- 
stituent bodies shall be unable to send 


representatives to the said Convention - 


they shall be permitted to vote by 
proxy, which proxy shall be appointed 
by writing. 

X{V. That any alterations which 
experience may dictate from time to 
time, may be made in these Articles, at 
pe reyular meeting of the Convention, 

y two thirds of the members pres- 
ent. 
RICHARD FURMAN, President. 

Alttesi, 

THOMAS BALDWIN, Secretary. 

The members of the ** Baptist Board 
of Commissioners for Foreign Mis- 
sions,” appointed agreeably to the pre- 
ceding Constitution met in Philadel- 
phia May 24th, organized and among 
others passed the following Resolu- 
tions : 

“ Resolved, That Mr. Rice be ap- 
pointed, under the patronage of this 
board, as their Missionary, to contin- 
ue his itinerant services, in these 
United States, for a reasonable time; 
with a view to excite the public mind 
more generally, to engage in Mission- 
ary exertions: and to assist in origin- 
ating Societies, or Institutions for car- 
rying the Missionary design into ex- 
Scution, 
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On motion, Resolved, That the Rev. 
Adoniram Judson, Jun. now in India, 
be considered as a Missionary, under 
the care and direction of this Board ; 
of which he shall be informed without’ 
delay: That provision be made for 
the support of him and his family ac- 
cordingly: and that one thousand 
dollars be transmitted to him by the 
first safe opportunity: That the Sec- 
retary of the Particular Baptist Soci- 


ety, for Missions in England, be infor. . 


med ofthis transaction; and that this 
Board has assumed the pledge given 
by the Boston Mission Society, to pay 
any bills which may be drawn on them, 
in consequence of advances they may 
have made in favour of Mr. and Mrs. 
Judson, 

Resolved, That our brother Judson 
be requested, for the present, to pur- 
sue his pious labours in such places, 
as, in his judgment, may apyear most 
promising: and that he communicate 
his views offuture permanent stations 
to this board, as early as he conven- 
iently can.” 

To the above board .it was. report- 
ed thai they had already, in their 
Treastry $1556.67, that it was suppo- 
sed about $4000 had been collected, 
and that it was contemplated that ya- 
rious societies, churebes, &c. would 
furnish to the Foreizn Mission fund 
annually about $5850 

y 





BRITISH AND FORFIGN BIBLE so” 
CIETY. 


On Wednesday the 4th of May last, 
the Tenth Anniwersary of the British 
and Foreign Bible Society was held at 
‘* The Free Mason’s Hail, Queen St. 
Lincoln’s innfields. The Report read 
by Lord Teignmouth, the President, 
contained a variety of interesting mat. 
ter relative to the progress made by 
the Institution in different parts of the 
word. | 

The total of net receipts within 
the year were reported to be 87,2167. 
6s.9d.; and of payments, 84,052/. Le. 
5d, and the society’s engagements with 


. its domestic and foreign Societies for 


the current year, 28,600/. The total 
issue Of Bibles and ‘Testaments by 
the Society, both at home and en the 
Continent, amounted to 1,026,845, 
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and if to these be added 122,000, prin. 
ted or now printing by Societies in Eu- 
rope only, aided by the Suciety at 
home, the total amount willbe 1,158,. 
850 copies. 

His Royal Highness the Duke of 
Kent, the Chancellor of the Exche- 
quer, the Bishops of Salisbury and 
Norwich, the Earl of Northesk, Lord 
Gambier, the Swedish Ambassador, 
(to Madrid,) the Dean of Wells, the 
Warden of Manchester, the principle 
of the Magdalene Hall, (Oxford,) 
Messrs. Wilberforce, A. Thornten, 
Porcher, and C. Grant, jun. Rey. Dr. 
Romeyn, (from New-York,) the Kev. 
Dr. Thrope,(from Dublin, the Rev. W. 
Dealtry, Rev. G. Burder, Rev. J. Pat- 


terson, (from Petersburgh,) Rev. R.. 


Pinkerton, (from Moscow,) and the 
Secretaries tooka share in the busi- 
ness of theday. From the importance 
of the communications, the number 
and rank of the attendants, and the in- 
terest excited by the able and impres- 
sive addresses,this may be justly con- 
silered as having exceeded in point 
of eflect, any preceding anniversary. 
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ACCOUNT OF THE JEWS IN LON-’ 


DON, 


Ow Thursday evenitg, September 
9:h, 1813, a society was organized at 
the Jews’ Chapel, in Landon, by FOR- 
‘'rY¥ converted children of Abraham.— 
‘The Rev. J S.C. F. Frey, a true and 
lineal descendant of the father of the 
faithful, is their-Chairman, and stated 


preacher. This society of Christian 
Israelites is one ofthe blessed results 
of the establishment of “ the Lendon 
Society for promoting Christianity 
amongst the Jews.” ‘Ihis last estab- 
lishment has a school under its care 
for the education of Hebrew children. 


REPORT TO THE MASS. MISS. SOCI- 
ETY. 


Continued from paze 222. 


The Louisiana Bible Society was 
established at New Orleans by theex- 
ertions of our missi¢uaries, while they. 


Jews in London—Report of Mass. Miss. Socicty. 
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were there. The legislature wae 
then in session, and gentlemen of in- 
fluence, not in the city only, but in 
the state at large, became members. 
Very considerable attention was ¢X- 
cited to the subject, and many people 
began earnestly to inquire for the B1- 
ble. On the day the Bible Society 
was formed, Mr. Mills writes, “EI 
was at the store of Mr. Stackhouse - ~ 
this morning, and duringa short stay 
there, five or six French people called 
on him inquiring for Bibles in their 
language. Some of them belonged 
to the city, and some to the country. 
Two days afterwards he writes.— 
“Mr. Stackhouse informed me this 
evening that a number of people cal- 
led on him for Bibles, mostly French 
Catholics. ‘This is certainly a WOR 
derful day for New Orleans.—Mr. 
Stackhouse told me that if he had fif- 
ty Bibles, they would all be disposed 
of at once.”—~A. Mr. Dow has receiv- 
ed, through a friend, twenty or thirty 
English Bibles, from the British and 
Foreign Bible Society. These were 
ali distributed. 

During their stay of about three 
weeks in New Orleans, our missiova- 
ries preached as often as they bad op- 
portunity. Of the last Sabbath Mr. 
Mills says; “In the evening the con- 
gregation was numerous for the place ; 
perhaps 200 attended. Brother Scher- 
merhorn preached. It was said by 
those who had lived in the city a con® 
siderable time. they never saw so full 
ameeting before. After sermon, 2 
collection of 84 dollars was made for 
the missionaries.”—Mr. Schermerhorn 
had an invitation, a pretty pressing 
one, it weuld seem, to remain at New 
Orleans, and settle in the ministry 
there. In relation to this he says, “TI 
regretted it could not be so; for I be- 
lieve the Lord has much people in 
that city; that it isan ample field for 
usefulness, and the most important sit- 
uation in the western country.” 

.“*In West Fiorida,” says Mr. Mills, 
“the people are extremely ignorant. 
The attention of some of them has 
been lately called to religious sub- 
jects. Numbers of them lose no time 
in soliciting for a Bible, whenever a 
prospect, that they may be supplied 
is presented, which is very rare.— 
There are some families i+ ‘**+ 9*7* 
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of our country, who never saw @ Bible, 
nor heard of Jesus Christ; and some 
there are, hopefully pious, who can- 
not obtain a Bible or even a Testa- 
ment. The people to whom I now 
refer speak the English language.” 
The view now given of these exten- 
sive, dark, and famishing regions of 
our country, can hardly fail deeply to 
affect the hearts ef the friends of the 
Redeemer, and of those for whom he 
died; andif it have the effect to wake 
up the members of this Society and 
others to more earnest prayer and ex- 
ertign for the imparting of the bles- 
sings of the Gospel to such as are per- 
ishing for want of them, the design of 
presenting it will be answered. 


= 


MISSIONS IN AFRICA. 


By the last arrivals from South Af- 
rica, the Missionary Society of Len- 
don have received from Mr, Camp- 
bell, one of their agents, avery inter- 
esting account of his journey to the 
north of the Orange River. The nov- 
elty and importance ofthis tract has 
excited a great sensation among the 
curious and intelligent at the Cape of 
Good Hope. After ten days travel- 
ling beyond the Orange River, he ar- 
rived at Lattakkoo, an African city not 
far from the east coast, and containing 
about 4500 heuses, and 8000 inhabi- 
tants. He had a long conversation 
with their king Miatebee, which was 
repeated in the presence of his chiefs 
and people. After much discussion 
he succeeded in obtaining the King’s 
consent to send missionaries amongst 
them; and was dismissed with this 
laconic answer—** Send them, { will 
be a father tothem.” At this city, he 
obtained information of many other 
tribes, still father to the northward, 
hitherto unheard offand offering a wide 
fiéld both for curiosity and missionary 
enterprise. 

From Lattakkoo, he shaped his 
course tothe south east and south ;— 
and fellin with two villages peopled 
with different races ; and from them he 
obtained their consent to send mis- 
sionaries. He represents this part of 
his track as carrying him through a 
richly beautified country, and adoin- 
ed with all the luxurianee of Raheitean 


scenery, Ho then regained the Or 
ange River; and keeping by its course 
he travelled nearly the whole breadth 
of Africa to Namacqualand; where 
the river discharges its water into the 
South Atlantic. 

Mr. Campbell has thus succeeded 
in crossing Africa by arout higher up 
than had ever been attempted by any 
European, and returned to the Cape, 
after a journey of nine months. An- 
other of the missionaries is to be em- 
ployed in anortherly expedition along 
the coast of Africa, with a view toob- 
tain information respecting the Dra- 
mara country and the regions beyond 
it. Thiscountry is known to Europe- 
ans only by name, and reaches north. 
ward fron Namacqualand as far as to 
the south tropic. . 

It is to be hoped, that the exertions 
ef these benevolent men will not be 
looked upon by the public with an eye 
of indifference, merelybecause they add 
blessings of Christianity te the other 
blessings of settted residence, cultivas 
tion, and the useful arts which they 
have ever introduced among their con- 
verts. ‘They have already carried their 
schools and their chapels beyond the 
limits of the colony; and their re- 
motest missionary village is about 
590 miles te the northward of the 
South ‘angle of Africa. Thus, by 
earrying forward the line of their set- 
tlements into the interior, are ‘these 
hardy adventurers, in the best of caus- 
es, making constant advances upon 
the barbarism of this vast continent.— 
They bid fair to lay open, in the course 
of time, the whole of that unknown 
and neglected quarter of the globe to 
the curiosity of the public; and itis 
to be hoped that the public liberality 
willkeep pace with the growing ex- 
penses of their large and multiplied 
undertakings. 


at ee 


Lxtraet of a letter from Rev. William 
Johns, to the Rev. Mr. Bolles of Sa- 
lem, dated Birmingham, ( Eaz.) 
March 7, 1814, 


“ The werk of Ged is going on well 
in India;. but of this I hope you wilt 
be informed in letters direct from 
thence; as by a letter received thin 
week, 1 wenderstand that a brig had 
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arrived at Calcutta from America, 
having sailed with permission of the 
British admiral Warren. My letter 
informs me, that Judson was at Ma- 
dras, on his way to Pulo- Penang, or 
Java. Nott and Hall had received 
the sanction of the worthy Sir Evan 
Nepean to remain in his department if 
they pleased. Krishno, the first na- 
tive convert and preacher, is labouring 
in anew field in the Eastern borders 
of Bengal, has already baptized 7 per- 
sons from among the Mountaineers, 
that before had not heard of Christ. 
‘The place is only about 300 miles from 
China. Blessed work! Glorious suc- 
cess! They shall come from the east 
and from the west, from the north and 
from the south, for the mouth of Jeho- 
vali hath spoken it. 

: Bap. Mag. 


—_—- 


ORDINATIONS, 


The. Rev. Josiah Towne was ordain- 
ed on the 27d of June, 1814, pastor of 
the church of Christ in Hanover, N. H, 
Introductory prayer by the Rev. James 
W. Woodward of Norwich. Sermon 
from Acis xvii. 23, by the Rev. Hol- 
Jand Wecks of Pittsford. Conseeya. 
ting prayer by the Rev. Nathaniel Lam- 
bert of Lyme. Imposition of hands by 
| the Rev. Doctor Burton, by the Rey. 
ee Mr. Weeks, and by the Rev. Professor 


without delay. 


Ordinations—Installations—Pocir ys 


Shurtleff with the Rev. Mr. Lamhert:. 
Charge by the Rev. Asa Burton, D. D. 
of Thetford. Right hand of fellowship 
by the Rev. Roswell Shurtleff, Profes- 
sor of Divinity, Dartmouth College. 
Coneluding prayer, by the Rev. Syl 
vester Danaof Orford. There was a 
very numerous and attentive audience. 
The day was one of the finest of the 
season. The harmony of the church 
and Society of Hanover, in their choice 
of Mr. Towne for their pastor, is con- 
sidered as a source of gratitude, as it 
affords a presage of good. 

At DedLam, Mass. Rev. John White, 
Sermon by Mr. Ripley of Concord, 





INSTALLATIONS. 


Installed, at Woodbury Con. on the 
25th of May last, Rev. Henry P. Strong 
Sermon by the Rev. Wm. L. Strong, 
Somers. : 

At Rowe, Mass. Rev. Preserved 
Smith, Sermon by the Rev. Jona. Grout 
of Hawley. 

In May last, Rev. John Dewitt was 
installed, Pastor of the Dutch cburch 
iniAlbany, as colleague Pastor with 
the Rev. John M. Bradford, D.D. Ser- 
mon by the Rev. Gilbert RK. Livingston, 
of Coxsackie. 

In June last, the Rev- Join Waters 
was installed Pastor of the church in 
Weststockbridge Mass. 


cio 
fF oct IY. 


Sineerttt}s 


Far, far from me be driven deceit and guile, 

The aifected frown, the dark designing smile ; 

The tale ingenious, and the treacherous part, 

Which, though they charm, are foreign to the heart ; 
O, tar from me be all the bliss they boast, 

Who purchase happiness at honor’s cost ; : 
Who cringe and flatter, praise and feign to love, * 
With empty words, that Truth will ne’er approve. 
Rather be mine, whate’er [hope or fear, 

The soul's trne language, acts, and words sincere ; 

The guiltless thought, the motive upright, pure, 
Which heav’n may bless, and Virtue’s smile secure ; 
Though humble then pzLow my lot should prove, 

My conscience is unstain’d, my hopes may soar aBove ! 


Col. Mag. 





To Editors. It is necessary that those Editors, who have not performed the 
whole services assigned them for 1814, sheuld forward their communications 











































